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“Be 150th, Anniversary P Lele 


A Feature at the International Convention 


ANNOUNCING .. . the beautiful new Sesquicentennial Anniversary Plate! Here 
is a handsome commemorative plate that is destined to become a favorite keepsake. 
Made of white semi-vitreous china with contrasting green design, it can be used as a 
wall decoration or a cake, candy or fruit dish. Make this 150th Anniversary of the 
Disciples of Christ truly memorable with this souvenir of the occasion. 


10” Plate only, 99A964, $2.00 

Declaration and Address and Last Will and Testament (Important Disciple publication 
from Thomas Campbell and Stone), 10D191, $1.00 

Plate and book, when purchased together, $2.50 postpaid. 

10” Plate hanger, 99A966, 35 cents 


Order from: CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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This Week... 


& Don’t miss the stimulating ar- 
ticle by Alfred P. Klausler on 
page 8, “The Teen-ager and the 
Church.” You may not agree 
with all he says, but you will 
conclude, with him, that there is 
a right and wrong way to go 
about solving the so-called 
“teen-age” problem. 


THE PRESIDENT of the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
(Disciples) presented a significant 
message at the recent assembly 
of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches in Denver. 
Several thousand heard the mes- 
sage, but in this issue we are of- 
fering an article adaptation of 
that message for some 200,000 
readers. Read “Forward Through 
Fellowship,” the lead article 
(page 5). 


A SPORTS SUCCESS story ap- 
pears on page 18—the story of 
Bob Hamlin, Chapman College’s 
first All-American basketball 
player, who has now completed 
his collegiate career. 


AND MUCH MORE ...... all in 
this issue. The news of the 
brotherhood and of “the church 
at large” is always a big draw- 
ing card for our readers. “=< 
Another column by Dr. Charles 
F. Kemp under the title of “Con- 
sulting the Pastor” provides help- 
ful counsel for church members. 
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Where Does Man Find God? by Cherrie Thompson 


The man that bows down to nothing can never 
bear the burden of himself —DoSTOEVSKY, in THE 
POSSESSED 


EN from the beginning of time have sought 

the consciousness of the Being and Presence 

of God. The average person usually seeks God 
in some relationship to his own sphere of interest. 
The chemist has sought to isolate the Su- 
preme Power in his test tube. When his experi- 
ment fails, he may conclude that there is no God. 
The pseudo-intellectual may seek Him in the 


abundance of knowledge. He seeks to reduce God 
e to a handy quotation that he may pull out of a 
shallow mind at a moment’s notice to impress 
others with his perception and _ brilliance. 
Philosophers scramble amid all the lore and 


learning seeking God in some system of thought 
or ethics. 


The lawyer may seek some great law applicable 
to all situations that will in some measure reveal 
God. When he fails to encompass God within a 
Holy Yardstick with which he may measure and 
judge others, he may be dismayed and think God 
has eluded him. 

Both the wise and the unwise man are led down 
long trails. They seek God in outward manifes- 
tations. 

A beautiful temple may inspire a man to tears 
by its beauty. He thinks God is surely to be 
found within it. He is discouraged to find upon 


& 
entering that it is only a building with stained-glass 
windows, smelling of dust and exhausted human- 
ity, that has, like himself, entered to find some- 


thing that would reveal God. 


Men seek the presence of God through all the 
external avenues open to them. Sometime along 
the way they catch a will-o’-the wisp glimmering 
of where God may be found; not enough to satisfy. 
Just enough to keep them going. 

Finally discouraged and exhausted, man turns 
his thoughts inward and discovers, by accident, 
that he has at last found God. Man’s mind is 
bathed in wonder and humility that he had for- 
gotten the words, “for the kingdom of God is 
within you.” 

Man is at peace at last when he realizes that 
God has blessed and honored His highest creation 
—man—to be His dwelling place. 
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Forward 
Through Fellowship 


We Must Unite Work and Worship 


And Go Forward Through Fellowship 


By Charles Kinder Green 


President, World Convention of Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) 


[From an address by Charles 
Kinder Green delivered at the 
1959 annual assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches at Denver, Colo., 
Sept. 1, 1959. A fraternal dele- 
gate from the Conference of 
Churches of Christ in Great 
Britain, Mr. Green is president 
of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples). 
He lives in Cheshire, England.] 


In the year 1809 two events 
took place in your country, 
events which were destined to 
have a deep and profound effect 
on its subsequent history. The 
first of these, was the birth of 
Abraham Lincoln on February 
12 in a backwoods cabin in Ken- 
tucky. 

The second was the publication 
in December of that year of 
a document called The Declara- 
tion and Address of the Christian 
Association of Washington. The 
writer was Thomas Campbell, 
then a Presbyterian minister. 

Both events were concerned 
with unity, not so much for its 
own sake, but rather as provid- 
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ing the opportunity for the full 


life. The background of one was 
political; the other religious. 
Lincoln was concerned with 


man-to-man relationships; Camp- 
bell with man-to-God relation- 
ships. 

The creed of the former is en- 
shrined in words which were re- 
viled as effete and meaningless 
when they were uttered, but 
which have since become immor- 
tal. 


ce 
. 


. it is rather for us to 
be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us... 
that from these honored dead 
we take increased devotion... 
to that cause for which they 
here gave the last full measure 
of devotion .. . that we here 
highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain; 
that this nation under God 
shall have a new birth of free- 
dom; and that government of 
the people, by the people, for 
the people, shall not perish 
from the earth.” 


The hope of the latter is that: 


“. .. for ourselves and our 
brethren would be, that reject- 
ing human opinions and the in- 
ventions of men as of any au- 
thority or as having any ‘place 
in the Church of God, we 


might for ever cease farther 
contentions about such things; 
returning to and holding fast 
by the original standard; tak- 
ing the divine word alone for 
our rule; the Holy Spirit for 
our teacher and guide, to lead 
us into all truth: and Christ 
alone as exhibited in the Word 
for our salvation.” 


Who can say the one succeeded 
and the other failed? We may 
be tempted to judge that Lin- 
coln succeeded and that Camp- 
bell failed. But what are human 
judgments? Do they even mat- 
ter? 

It is intriguing to imagine that 
these two men met; the saintly 
silver-haired sage and the lanky 
young lawyer with his wry jokes 
and love of the common people. 
There is no record of them ever 
having done so, so far as I know, 
but we can see them explaining 
their points of view and discov- 
ering that the views of the one 
depended ultimately on the faith 
of the other. 

The lawyer had no church af- 
filiation and never made any 
claim to be regarded as a Chris- 
tian; the preacher was not active 
in politics and never sought to 
apply his faith specifically to 
man-to-man relationships in the 
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political arena. 
his faith in the common man be- 
lieving that as an individual he 
had certain unalienable rights 
which must be safeguarded 
above all else; he believed they 
were basically good and that 


Lincoln placed 


their common judgment was 
more often right than wrong. 

Whether Lincoln was a Chris- 
tian or not, his personal living 
and his political faith were based 
on the Christian tradition. 

Thus the lawyer and the 
preacher join hands; the ideals 
of the one depend ultimately on 
the faith of the other. There is 
no doubt that they would have 
found themselves in complete 
agreement on what have today 
come to be recognized as the 
basic principles of the demo- 
cratic way of life. Let us con- 
sider them. 

First, the infinite value of ev- 
ery individual. This means not 
that all men are born equal, but 
that every man has significance 
in the eyes of God and has, 
therefore, a place in His purpose. 
It means not that every man has 
complete license to enjoy his es- 
sential liberties, but that that 
right is limited by the rights of 
others to do so as well. It means 
not that the man-to-man rela- 
tionship alone is important, but 
that that relationship can only 
flourish in the light of the rela- 
tionship of each individual soul 
to God. 

Second, there must be under- 
standing as to what constitutes 
the real nature of the good life 
for man. Political equality may 
only be a hollow sham unless it 
be accompanied by some meas- 
ure of equality of social status 
and economic opportunity. The 
good life for man is enshrined 
in the almost forgotten Atlantic 
Charter; it is a life in which his 
personality is respected, his un- 
alienable rights safeguarded, 
with a true freedom of expres- 
sion in relationships, man-to- 
man and man-to-God. 

Third, the principle that gov- 
ernment can only be by free dis- 
cussion in which every point of 
view has an equal chance of a 
hearing. The voice of wisdom 
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may not every time come from 
the majority any more than 
from the expert. The ordinary 
man has his share of “horse- 
sense” in just the same way that 
a minority may some time be 
right. 

The greatest of English law- 
yers, Blackstone, proceeded on 
the assumption that behind the 
activities of the human legis- 
lator was a system of rules 
which sprang from an ordered 
universe and from the will of Al- 
mighty God who had created 
that universe. The long strug- 
gle for a definition of human 
rights forces on us the presump- 
tion that they can never be 
made to hang together unless 
there is something on which to 
hang them. For the Christian, 
that something can only be God. 
The lawyer and the preacher join 
hands. 

We are brought face to face 
with the theme of our Conven- 
tion, ‘Called to His Purpose.” 

And what is that purpose? 
Others have expressed it better 
than I, but for me it all stems 
from the fact that our God is a 
God of love. Love is something 
which cannot exist by itself. It 
is active and positive and can- 
not exist in a vacuum. 

God himself came _ through 
one last desperate act of self- 
denial, almost to force upon way- 
ward humanity the realization 
that there was no other name 
than His whereby they could be 
saved from their own folly. In 
the Incarnation we see God 
throwing everything into the 
struggle for the soul of man; we 
see, pin-pointed in a moment of 
history, all His love in action; 
the universal, eternal drama of 
God’s purpose, to love man that 
man might love Him. 

It is God’s purpose to save the 
world for it is the only object of 
His redeeming love. Thus the 
Church, you and me, has a very 
specific mission to the world. 
As Christ was sent by his Fa- 
ther into the world, so he sends 
his own disciples; for they are 
to be the light of the world, the 
salt of the earth. 

They are ambassadors on be- 
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half of Christ, beseeching men 
to be reconciled to God who in 
Christ was reconciling the world 
to himself. Victory is assured, for 
Christ has already overcome the 
world and through his victory 
the Christian can declare that 
“he is more than conqueror.” 


Here then is the purpose to 
which as Christians we have 
committed ourselves; here also is 
the hope and the faith by which 
alone we can carry it through. 

As we survey two thousand 
years of Christian history and 
view the world of today we can- 
not feel oversatisfied with our 
progress. 

Why not? To such a question 
there are about as many answers 
as there are Christians! On a 
long road like this the Christian 
travels there are bound to be 
many stumbling blocks; here I 
would refer to two only. 


The first is the divorce be- 
tween work and worship. When 
we hear the word “church’’ what 
do we first think of? Some may 
still think of a building, but most 
of us have got a little further 
than that in our understanding. 
Whatever else it suggests, the 
word “church” certainly does not 
bring to mind the work of the 
world. Most likely we think of 
Sunday and what happens on 
Sunday. The Church is certain- 
ly a worshiping community but at 
the same time it is a company 
of redeemed persons trans- 
planted into a new sphere of life 
in which their whole life is de- 
termined by completely new 
principles. 


The God whom the Church 
worships is a God who has a 
will and a purpose for the world. 
The function of that Church is to 
do His will and the place where 
it has to be done is in the world. 

The only way in which the 
Church can affect the life of the 
modern world is by shaping the 
convictions and determining the 
actions of those engaged in it. 
To do this in so far as we are 
able and to the uttermost limits 
of our strength, is God’s purpose 
for us. 


(Continued on page 24.) 
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Standing 


HERE is a new book, called The Status 

Seekers (McKay), which is being widely 
read. We haven’t read it, but one can 
guess the subject. What people won’t do 
to get themselves accepted as social equals 
with others whose status they consider im- 
portant would fill only a small pamphlet. 

Recently it was reported that the Princess 
Royal of England and her Lady in Waiting 
appeared in public in the same sort of dress. 
The public made a lot of it but we doubt if 
it lowered the prestige of either lady. 

People are peculiar. They must appear 
different—but not too different. This would 
cause a definite loss of status, they imagine. 
They worried about the Princess because she 
appeared too much like someone presumably 
lower than herself in the social register, 
when she should have looked more like those 
on the same page. 

In politics, the precinct committeeman 
gets to be county chairman and he is on his 
way. Some accept the advance as a new 
obligation. Others secretly rejoice over the 
better social status which the world accords 
to the new job. 

There isn’t any defensible ground for the 
status seeker in the church. We used to tell 
the Methodist students who were gaining 
weight that they were “bucking for bishop.” 
But we didn’t mean it. That isn’t the kind 
of weight good bishops need. 

In a church like ours one has to confess 
that he sometimes hears the complaint, “I 
can’t get recommended to a big church.”’ On 
the other hand, many a faithful servant of 
a small flock has refused a call to a larger 
church because he desires only to serve and 
believes that he is serving where he is. A 
few years ago, a devoted rural minister said 
to us, “I wish you would quit recommending 
me to those city churches. I want to stay 
where I am.” 

Jesus had something to say to James and 
John (or, to their mother. See Matt. 20:21) 
about seeking status at his right and left 
hands. If this is not his to grant, we may 
be assured that any position we seek for the 
sake of standing in the eyes of the public is 
a passing fancy. 

The greatest status is enjoyed by the 
humblest servant who knows in his heart 
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that he has responsibilities greater than he 
is worthy to bear. Such status is not to be 
sought; it is to be assumed without comment 
or complaint. 


Park Avenue 


HE brotherhood has banded together for 

many worthy causes since the days when 
the Mahoning Baptist Association employed 
Walter Scott to evangelize on the Western 
Reserve. 

In our time this has included mutual 
efforts that insured a National City Chris- 
tian Church. Without minimizing the ex- 
cellent efforts and growth of the other con- 
gregations in metropolitan Washington, the 
need for a downtown center of our movement 
was realized and met. 

At the present time, we are engaged in a 
most important effort to give our seven 
Spanish-speaking churches in New York an 
outstanding central building, occupied by the 
La Hermosa congregation. 

Next comes Park Avenue. This New York 
congregation, established in 1810 on the same 
principles being preached on the frontier by 
the Campbells and Stone, has been a noble 
bastion of the faith through the years. Now 
it should be put on a firm foundation, assur- 
ing a continuing witness worthy of our herit- 
age. 

Park Avenue has never been a large con- 
gregation. New York is too big and our 
people are too widely scattered. But no 
church of equal size has done more, or done 
it better. From nearly every state we have 
gone to New York for a day or a year and 
found a church home at old Central and at 
1010 Park Avenue. 

Now this church has a chance to build 
materially and program-wise, and assume her 
rightful place and duty in the center of the 
city. One of the distinguished leaders of 
church life in the city told us recently that 
Manhattan (the central Borough of New 
York) would become Protestant in this gen- 
eration. 


Let us hope that our people are prepared 
to help in this transition. They can be 
ready, but they need at once a building for 
program, to stand beside the beautiful sanc- 


tuary. Park Avenue will need the help of 
all of us. 
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THE TEEN-AGER AND THE CHURCH 


Both Ministers and Lay People Are Responsible 


by Alfred P. Klausler 


ECENTLY a father ruefully 

confessed, “When Susan 
and Bill were in grade school, I 
thought they were a bundle of 
problems. I looked forward to 
their high school days. Now I 
look back and realize I never had 
it so good.” 

There is no denying that the 
Susans and the Bills, teen-agers 
in America’s churches, are prob- 
lems. They are different people. 
They are not at all like teen- 





The author of this article is edi- 
tor of “The Walther League Mes- 
senger.” 
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For Making Religion Meaningful to Teen-agers 


agers of the twenties and thir- 
ties. Their parents simply can- 
not figure them out. 

There is a good reason for this 
parental bewilderment. For in- 
stance, in 1958 the American 
teen-agers had spent nine and a 
half billion dollars of their own 
money. When 1959 ends these 
same teen-agers will have spent 
perhaps ten billion dollars, and 
by 1966 the 24 million teen-agers 
in the United States will spend 
an annual 14 billion dollars. 
Make no mistake about it: the 
American teen-ager has money. 
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By the time he is 18 the average 
American boy has a weekly in- 
come of $16.65 and the girl aver- 
ages only two or~three dollars 
less. 

Moreover, today’s American 
teen-ager has no concept of job- 
lessness or unemployment, nor 
what it means to lack money. He 
never experienced the New Deal, 
the WPA, or the closing of banks 
in 1933. He has been brought 
up with television as a fact of 
daily life, and he assumes that 
interplanetary travel will soon 
be as commonplace as cokes and 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 














hamburgers. 

There is no doubt that the av- 
erage American parent is com- 
pletely confused as he contem- 
plates his vitamin-bursting, 
shiny-faced teen-ager seated at 
the family table. What language 
do these youngsters speak? Are 
they indeed human? Do they 
know suffering? Their lives seem 
a boundary-less existence of high 
school activities, well-paying 
jobs, and a limitless horizon of 
good times. Apparently there are 
no insecurities in this new Amer- 
ican group. 

Social scientists are studying 
the American teen-ager. An- 
thropologists and motivational 
research people are _ spending 
time and money in analyzing this 
new group. One sociologist has 
said that teen-agers form a sub- 
culture, much like the Pueblo 
Indians. Another social scientist 
remarked that teen-agers live in 
a world of their own, with a cul- 
ture distinctly different from any 
other known to man. Sunday 
supplements, learned journals, 
sophisticated magazine writers 
have become aware that the in- 
nocent and light-hearted days of 
the happy teen-ager in a jolly 
family circle is gone. Today we 
have teen-age werewolves and 
frightening hot-rodders. 

Trapped in the middle of this 
remarkedly changed American 
youth picture are the churches. 
Congregations adopt frantic 
measures to hold their youth. 
One group of excited laymen will 
say that the congregation needs 
to build better recreational fa- 
cilities for its youth. A church 
in a Chicago suburb erected a 
$200,000 youth building complete 
with the finest recreational and 
cooking facilities. Then it won- 
dered why the young people still 
stayed away. Many churches do 
nothing about or for the teen- 
ager because fright has immobi- 
lized them. 

Who are today’s American 
teen-agers? Economically they 
form an impressive group, one 
that is zealously wooed by manu- 
facturers, retailers and advertis- 
ing agencies. Gilbert Youth Re- 
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search, specializing in research 
of youth’s economic habits, made 
the startling discovery that teen- 
agers’ income is free income, that 
is to say teen-agers have large 
sums of free money and need not 
meet fixed obligations. Teen-age 
income is also free from parental 
control. Gilbert Youth Research 
has discovered that 57 per cent 
of all American teen-agers buy 
their own records and sports 
equipment, 40 per cent buy their 
own shirts. Their adult parents 
still live in a ‘“depression-con- 
scious market,” and are acutely 
aware of “extravagant pur- 
chases.” Modern youth consider 
things as necessities which adults 
are still inclined to call luxuries. 

Advertising firms know that 
the teen-ager sets the pace in 
styles, that he is an innovator 
in many areas. He persuades his 
parents what make car to buy, 
what suburb to live in, what kind 
of refrigerator to buy, even the 
food to set on the table. For 
this reason advertisers gear their 
message to the teen-ager know- 
ing that if they can get the mes- 
sage across their product will 
sell. 

Educationally, however, the 
American teen-ager is taking a 
beating. Within the past year 
the near-failure of the American 
high school has become one of 
the accepted facts of American 
life. Ever since Soviet Russia 
launched its sputnik, critics of 
the American educational sys- 
tem, especially the high schools, 
have had a field day. Compari- 
sons between the American high 
school students’ curriculum and 
the Soviet Russian counterpart 
invariably point up the fact that 
American youth lead a life of 
educational ease. 

The hard, classic discipline of 
previous generations is not found 
in our modern high schools. Per- 
haps this is good and perhaps 
this is bad yet the fact remains 
that there is something at fault 
somewhere in the cultural- tastes 
of American teen-agers and the 
blame may lie with education. 

The failure of American edu- 
cation as it is reflected in Ameri- 


can youth is blamed on a variety 
of sources. Some say that it is 
the cult of progressive education 
which has undermined our youth. 
Permissive behavior, both in the 
school and home, have also con- 
tributed to deterioration. Quite 
often a child has been encour- 
aged to “work out its aggres- 
sions,” and parents and teachers 
are told to “understand” the 
child. 

The teen-agers’ religious atti- 
tudes and beliefs are also not 
what they may seem. Survey 
after survey brings out the fact 
that our American youth are a 
group of spiritual and religious 
illiterates. These surveys mere- 
ly reflect the reports of any 
armed service chaplain, and the 
laments of college religion teach- 
ers. 

Dr. H. H. Remmers in The 
American Teen-ager states that 
his findings show that the teen- 
agers’ feelings toward religion 
are favorable, although those 
feelings may be extremely vague. 
Teen-agers attend church fairly 
regularly and are inclined to fol- 
low their mothers’ example in 
matters of religion. But if 
America’s 17 million teen-agers 
were asked to identify the spec- 
trum of religious personalities 
from Moses to St. Paul, it is 
doubtful if five per cent would 
know the identity of classic reli- 
gious figures. 

This lack of religious knowl- 
edge and certainty is reflected in 
the American teen-agers’ moral 
life, or his ethical approach to 
current problems. Dr. Robert M. 
Lindner writes that “the brute 
fact of today is that our youth 
is no longer in rebellion but in 
a condition of downright active 
and hostile mutiny.” 

Daily press accounts bear this 
out with stories of brutal as- 
saults, vicious knifings, and van- 
dalism. Although these out- 
breaks may involve a small per- 
centage of teen-agers, neverthe- 
less they do set the climate of an 
amoral condition in American 
youth life in which the “good” 
teen-ager must live. It is always 

(Continued on page 23.) 
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India Likely Site of ‘61 Council Assembly 


ISLAND OF RHODES, GREECE—A propoSal to shift the 1961 assembly 
of the World Council of Churches from Ceylon to India came before 
the Council’s Central Committee in annual session on the Island of 


Rhodes, Greece. 


According to the new plan the 
third assembly of the world Chris- 
tian body would be held in New 
Delhi in late November—early De- 
cember, 1961. 


Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate 
general secretary of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, told the Central 
Committee that “the political and 
communal situation’’ in Ceylon 
makes it “inadvisable” to hold the 
meeting there as originally sched- 
uled. The World Council executive, 
who heads the Division of Studies, 
recently returned from an Asian 
journey. 

The proposal to have the assembly 
in India drew warnings to plan the 
meeting so that it “avoids the well- 
to-do-bourgeois impression left on 
the minds of many Asians by West- 
ern missionaries.” A Russian Ortho- 
dox bishop from San Francisco and 
an Indian educator joined in the 
plea. 

Bishop John Shavoskoy of San 
Francisco, a representative of the 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church, appealed to the committee 
to plan the program in order to 
“make an impact on Indian people 
and not to make the mission of the 
Indian Church more difficult.” 

The Central Committee is ex- 
pected to approve the proposal to 
shift the scene of the assembly. The 
meeting here ended Aug. 27. Ceylon 
has been the scene of communal 
strife between Tamil- and Sinhalese- 
speaking groups. 

Disputes have centered around the 
demands of the minority Tamil 
group that their language again be 
given equal status with Sinhalese. 
Riots broke out in the spring of 
1958. Mobs from both factions have 
resorted to violence. 

A statement issued by the Na- 
tional Christian Council of Ceylon 
in May, 1958, asked the Christian 
community to take active steps to 
express its fellowship to the people 
of other communities. “There is 
not much a minority Christian com- 
munity can do at such times to in- 
fluence government policy, or to re- 
strain lawlessness, but it can bear 
its witness by the vigorous expres- 
sion of loving our neighbor.” 


Dr. Paul Minear, professor of New 
Testament at Yale University Di- 
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vinity School, was named chairman 
of a commission to prepare a docu- 
ment on the main theme of the as- 
sembly: “Jesus Christ: The Light of 
the World.” 


This document will be distributed 
widely to the congregations of the 
Council’s 171 member churches. The 
last assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, held in Evanston, IIl., 
in 1954, had as its theme “Jesus 
Christ: The Hope of the World.” 
Dr. Minear was program and study 
secretary for the North American 
Faith and Order Conference held in 
Oberlin, Ohio, in September, 1957. 

Among those from the United 
States attending the World Coun- 
cil’s Central Committee meeting in 
Rhodes were Dr. George Walker 
Buckner, Indianapolis, Ind., execu- 
tive secretary, Council on Christian 
Unity; and Dr. Roy G. Ross, New 
York, N. Y., general secretary of the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. 


13 Senators Introduce 
Anti-Obscenity Legislation 


Smut Bill Backed 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Thirteen 
United States senators have intro- 
duced a bill to strengthen enforce- 
ment of laws against obscenity in 
the mails and to make jail sentences 
mandatory for chronic offenders. 


The measure (S. 2562) was intro- 
duced by Senator Estes Kefauver 
(Democrat, Tenn.) with 12 co-spon- 
sors, all of whom are members of 
the Senate Judiciary or of Post Of- 
fice committees. 


It incorporates changes requested 
by Postmaster General Arthur E. 
Summerfield to strengthen the law 
which gives him authority to im- 
pound the mail of suspected ped- 
dlers of smut. 

The bill would provide a gradu- 
ated scale of penalties for offenders 
against the obscenity laws. First 
offenders would be liable for a pen- 
alty of up to five years in jail and 
a five-thousand-dollar fine, as under 
present law, but second offenders 
would receive a mandatory mini- 
mum jail sentence of one year, and 
third offenders a minimum of three 
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years. The maximum jail sentence 
for repeating offenders would be ten 
years, as under present law. 


@ For Ministers ... 
Social Security Note 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Rep. George 
McGovern (D.-S. D.) has introduced 
a bill in the House to give clergy- 
men who have not yet elected So- 
cial Security coverage another 
chance to do so. 

The measure is similar to one re- 
cently introduced in the Senate by 
Sen. Karl E. Mundt (R.-S. D.). 

Both bills extend for one more 
year the period in which clergymen 
may place their names on the So- 
cial Security rolls. When passed in 
1954, the original act allowing min- 
isters to elect coverage gave them 
until 1956 to make application. 

Many clergymen, however, were 
not aware that they were eligible 
for Social Security and, consequent- 
ly, did not apply for it. In 1957, Con- 
gress passed a two-year extension 
giving ministers another opportu- 
nity to apply. 

That extension expired on April 
15, 1959, and Rep. McGovern’s bill, 
like Sen. Mundt’s, prolongs it an- 
other year. 

Clergymen who elect coverage un- 
der the McGovern or Mundt Dill 
will, however, have to pay Social Se- 
curity taxes for the full period of 
the 1956 extension as did ministers 
who went on the rolls before the 
April deadline date. 

The bills do not apply to new 
clergymen, who have two years to 
choose coverage from the beginning 
of their ministry. 

Both measures were prompted by 
a survey made by the Missionary 
District of South Dakota (Protestant 
Episcopal) which showed that some 
ministers in the state who would 
like to go on Social Security still had 
no knowledge that they could. 


Biblical Research 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—An_ exhibit 
depicting recent advances in Biblical 
research opened in the Library of 
Congress here. 

The display emphasizes philologi- 
cal and historical phases of Biblical 
scholarship. 

Included in the exhibit are intro- 
ductions to the Bible, Biblical at- 
lases, bibliographies, indexes, dic- 
tionaries, concordances, encyclope- 
dias, and archeological field reports. 

There also are selections from the 
kindred fields of Assyriology and 
Egyptology. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 





RET ESET SA NT TS pe UR ERT TENT 











: 
‘ 
i 
; 
: 


‘ 


rr 


RC ak 











“Ecumenical Council’ to Have Minor 
Emphasis on Christian Unity 


—And Protestants Are Not Invited 


World Council Unveils Pope's Council 


RHODES, GREECE—-The World Council of Churches’ Executive Com- 
mittee declared in a report here that it ‘‘will continue to follow with 
interest’? developments in the Ecumenical Council convened by Pope 


John XXIII. 


“As leaders of a movement which 
stands for church unity,” the report 
said, “we cannot be indifferent to 
an event which affects so large a 
number of Christians and which can- 
not avoid having bearing on rela- 
tions among several Churches.” 


The report was made at the an- 
nual meeting of the World Coun- 
cil’s Central Committee, the 90- 
member body which determines 
WCC policy during intervals be- 
tween General Assemblies.  Affili- 
ated with the WCC are 171 Protes- 
tant, Anglican and Orthodox bodies 
in more than 50 countries. 


Last January Pope John issued a 
call for the “Ecumenical Council” at 
which one of the subjects to be dis- 
cussed will be religious unity. 


65A345 





Scheduled for 1961 the council is 
being planned by a special commis- 
sion set up by the Pope. 

In its report, the Executive Com- 
mittee noted that at the time the 
Ecumenical Council was called it 
made “no formal comment” on the 
proposal for lack of information, 
adding that “this reserved attitude 
proved to be wise.” 


“In the following months,” the 
committee said, “it became clear 
that the original impression which 
had been given by the religious and 
secular press, namely that the coun- 
cil would deal mainly with the ques- 
tion of church unity and that invi- 
tations to attend the council might 
be addressed to other Churches, was 
not correct.” 
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The Church at Large 


George Buckner Attends 


Meetings on Continent 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., July 16, 1959.— 
Dr. George Walker Buckner, editor 
of World Call, the international 
monthly magazine of the Disciples 
of Christ (Christian Churches), at- 
tended two important meetings of 
the World Council of Churches at 
Spittal, Austria, and the Island of 
Rhodes, Greece. 

The sessions in 
Austria in early 
August included @ ves 
meetings of a |e 7 
committee plan- — 
ning the Third 
Assembly of the 
World Council 
scheduled to 
meet in Asia late 
in 1961, and the 
annual meeting 
of the Ecumeni- 
cal Institute over 
which Dr. Buck- 
ner will preside as vice-chairman. 

The meeting on the Island of 
Rhodes was the annual session of 
the World Council’s Central Com- 
mittee, of which Dr. Buckner has 
been a member since 1948. This 90- 
member committee has 21 members 
from the United States. 





George Buckner 
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@ Pope Spells It Out 
Roman Church Council 


Is Not Ecumenical 


St. Lours—Optimistic but misin- 
formed Protestant leaders who re- 
sponded with enthusiasm to Pope 
John XXIII announcement of an 
“Ecumenical Council,” received so- 
bering news recently when the Ro- 
man Catholic prelate made it crys- 
tal-clear that the council was only 
for the Roman Catholic Church. 

In an address to some 200 Italian 
Catholic Action leaders Pope John 
did not mince words in noting that 
the primary purpose of the general 
council will be to “strengthen the 
Catholic family.” 

The head of the Roman Church 
said: “When all this is done, may 
we present our Church [the Roman 
Catholic Church] in all its splendor, 
sine macula et sine ruga (without 
stain and without wrinkle). 

“We will be able to tell our sepa- 
rated brethren, whether they be 
Orthodox, Protestants, etc., ‘Look, 
brothers, this is the Church of Jesus 
Christ which we have tried to keep 
faithful. Follow us, take your 
seat.’” 


New Baptist College? 


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—Tentative 
approval was granted by the execu- 
tive board of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention here for the establish- 
ment of a Baptist College in the 
Greater St. Louis area. 

Final decision on the _ project, 
recommended by two committees, 
will be made by the convention at 
its annual meeting, Oct. 27-29, in 
Kansas City. 


WCTU Conventions 


EVANSTON, ILL.—The Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, organ- 
ized in 72 countries, will have its 
world convention in Mexico City, 
Oct. 3-8, 1959. 

Prior to the meeting is the Na- 
tional Convention of the WCTU at 
San Antonio, Tex., Sept. 25-29. 

Information regarding the world 
convention may be secured by writ- 
ing to Mrs. T. Roy Jarrett, National 
Recording Secretary, Box 453, Jef- 
ferson Davis Highway, Richmond 34, 
Va. 

Reservations for the national con- 
vention should be sent to Mrs. 
Claude deVan Watts, 1112 West 9th, 
Austin, Tex. 
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A Description ... 


A Good Sermon 


GREEN LAKE, WIs.—Dr. Markus 
Barth of the University of Chicago 
described a good sermon as one 
which is practical, deals with action 
and makes both the preacher and 
congregation “suffer.” 

The professor of New Testament 
at the university’s Federated Theo- 
logical Faculty, said such a sermon 
will have many points in common 
with non-Christian teaching and 
will have references to examples 
and experiences from the Old Tes- 
tament. 

Dr. Barth, son of the world-fa- 
mous Swiss theologian, Dr. Karl 
Barth, gave a series of talks at the 
American Baptist Evangelism and 
Bible Conference. 

He pointed out that many of Je- 
sus’ teachings were very similar to 
the best Jewish ones of His time. 
Christian preaching, he stressed, “is 
always similar to other preaching, 
but with decisive, distinctive points 
of difference.” 

Warning preachers _ against 
“painting the opposition too black 
or extolling one side at the other’s 
expense,” Dr. Barth stated that 
Christian preaching “is always fair 
and truthful and gives credit where 
it is due.” 


Chaplain and Assistants 





U.S. Army Photograph 


Fort BENNING, GA—Chaplain 
(Lt. Col.) Harold G. Elsam, center, 
a Disciple, goes over service plans 
with Sp-4 William Gunter, Winter 
Park, Fla., and Sp-4 Arsenio Giron, 
Apopka, right, while on two weeks’ 
active reserve training here with 
USAR Army Garrison (3003rd), of 
Orlando, Fla. Lt. Col. Elsam is the 
post chaplain for reserve units from 
all over the South, including 32 
units and 2,100 men. The chaplain 
is also chaplain for the Veteran Ad- 
ministration Hospital, Bay Pines, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. The 3003rd at- 
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tended its llth annual summer 
camp from Aug. 2-15. 


More Teen-age Brides 


Nearly half of this country’s 
brides in 1958 were teen-agers, the 
Population Reference Bureau, a pri- 
vate research agency, reported in 
Washington, D. C. 

The agency also called attention 
to the fact that nearly 25 per cent 
of all marriages contracted in 
America last year were remarriages. 

Statistics indicate a trend toward 
younger marriages, coupled with 
the rising birth rate. 


D. C. Obscenity 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Senate 
unanimously passed and sent to the 
House a bill to give police in the 
District of Columbia the right to 
seize all equipment used in con- 
nection with exhibition or sale of 
pornography. 

Sponsored by Sen. Estes Ke- 
fauver (D.-Tenn.), the bill (S. 715) 
is expected to serve as a model 
statute for other cities to adopt. 

The District of Columbia Code 
presently provides a fine of not less 
than $50 nor more than $500 and 
imprisonment of not more than one 
year for anyone convicted of manu- 
facturing, selling or exhibiting por- 
nographic materials. 

While the proposed law would 
not increase the penalty, as such, 
Sen. Kefauver told the Senate that 
it “will get at the very root of the 
problem whereby the peddler of 
smut is permitted to continue his 
debased operations even while un- 
der indictment.” 

The Kefauver bill has received 
the strong support of church and 
civic groups concerned with elimi- 
nating traffic in obscenity. 


Keeping the Sabbath 


The Council of Churches of 
Greater Houston has sparked a cam- 
paign to make Sunday a day of 
rest and worship. 

The Council believes that groups 
such as the Chamber of Commerce, 
Retail Merchants Association and 
Auto Dealers Association, should 
join in the fight. 

William H. Avery, drive chairman, 
said, “No one is trying to tell any- 
one what to do.” Several church- 
men believe that the success of this 
drive is primarily up to the 
churches. 

Also, they offered that if enough 
Christians discontinued Sunday buy- 
ing, business operations would be 
forced to cease.—GAYLE HakRIS, cor- 
respondent-at-large. 
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Consulting the Pastor 
by Charles F. Kemp 








HE first sentence of Dr. Mc- 
Giffert’s Life of Martin 
Luther reads, ‘Great men need 
not that we praise them, the 
need is ours that we know them.” 


Anyone interested in human 
behavior would do well to con- 
sider some of the great biogra- 
phies and autobiographies. They 
reveal aspects of life that are 
often missed in our scientific con- 
trolled studies of human nature. 


We have had many studies of 
the abnormal and the delinquent. 
Much research has gone into an 
attempt to understand those 
groups who need help. There have 
been many surveys of the char- 
acteristics of the population in 
general. All these are valuable. 
All of them reveal important in- 
formation about life and human 
behavior. 


We also need to study the 
great personalities. They too 
reveal truths about human na- 
ture. They make us aware of 
the possibilities within the hu- 
man soul. 


One thing we notice is that 
they all had problems. Their 
greatness was something that 
they attained often in spite of 
handicaps and difficulties. 


Someone has said, “The great 
work of the world has been done 
by handicapped people.” When 
one becomes familiar with biog- 
raphies, one sees how true this 
often is. Beethoven and Edison 
were deaf. Milton and George 
Matheson were blind. Madame 
Curie was handicapped by pov- 
erty as were George Washington 
Carver, Abraham Lincoln and 
many others. Robert Louis 
Stevenson never knew a day of 
complete health. This list could 
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Revelations of Great Lives 


be extended indefinitely. 

It is not only these physical 
and economic problems that have 
hindered and limited such peo- 
ple. When one studies the lives 
of these great personalities, we 
find many personal and emo- 
tional difficulties as well. 

Phillips Brooks was a great 
preacher. He was a great suc- 
cess. His personality was con- 
tagious in its ability to encour- 
age, to challenge, and to inspire 
others. There was a time when 
Phillips Brooks was a complete 
failure. He didn’t start out to 
be a preacher at all but a 
teacher. And at this he failed— 
miserably. 

He was so discouraged and so 
despondent that he refused to 
see his friends. His whole future 
looked unpromising and mean- 
ingless. So it was out of such 
an experience that he gained his 
understanding of others and at- 
tained such personal success 
himself. 

Washington Gladden was a 
man of faith. We remember him 
as the author of the hymn, “O 
Master, Let Me Walk With-Thee.” 
For many years, as a pastor in 
Columbus, Ohio, he brought faith 
and confidence to thousands of 
people. It is interesting to find 
in his “Recollections” that there 
was a time when he had a severe, 
almost agonizing struggle with 
doubt. 

Horace Bushnell is recognized 
as one of the great leaders in 
American religious thought. 
His book Christian Nurture was 
one of the greatest single influ- 
ences behind the modern reli- 
gious education movement. He 
was a saint in his personal life. 


Yet, he was misunderstood and 
subject to frequent attack and 
bitter criticism. He said that 
he knew what it was to have 
“the purest motives and highest 
ideals’ twisted, misunderstood 
and misrepresented. 

These are but a few examples. 
There are many more. These 
people are no different from any 
of the rest of us. They may 
have had a little more ability, 
but the same principles apply in 
their lives that apply in every 
one else’s. 

These individuals demonstrate 
in actual experience the truth 
of the old proverb that “all the 
water in the seven seas cannot 
sink a ship unless it gets inside 
the ship.” They are examples 
of the fact that man can over- 
come difficulties and discourage- 
ments. 

They make us aware of the 
meaning of the phrase ‘He that 
would save his life must lose it 
and he that loses his life shall 
find it.” Almost without excep- 
tion they lost themselves in some 
cause or in their concern for 
people. They gave themselves 
and thus forgot their own prob- 
lems in their efforts to be of 
service to others. 

They reveal in actual experi- 
ence the power of faith. They 
had different theological inter- 
pretations and explanations but 
the experience was essentially 
the same. They gave themselves 
in commitment and trust and 
found that a power greater than 
themselves strengthened and sus- 
tained them. They were in the 
words of the New Testament, 
‘*‘strengthened with might 
through his spirit in the inner 
man.” (Ephesians 3:16.) 
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“And | cannot insult 
’ ay * 
my own principle,” 
Max said as he stood up. 
“Good day, gentlemen.” 
He turned deliberately 
and walked out 


to his jeep. 








by Jeanne Hill 


IEUTENANT MAX BIXBY felt the sweat run 
down his collar as he turned his jeep into a 
treacherous curve of the hand-hewn road—one of 
the many his men had cleared in the steaming, 
blistering jungles of the Philippines. As if the 
jungle itself weren’t enough to oppose, his small 
company now faced a much greater threat—the 
Hukbalahats. 

His engineer unit had been bothered little at 
their camp to the South but they’d been here in 
the Northern jungle only two weeks and already 
four of his men had been snipered. No wonder, 
though. It was well know that the largest con- 
centration of Huks was here. 

Strange group they were too—a mixture of 
army deserters, bandits, thieves and murderers. 
Politically, they identified themselves as Commu- 
nists in open war with the Philippine Government 
and secret war with the American forces. Diplo- 
matically, only the Philippine Government could 
force them out of the Area. And this the Mayor 
to the North seemed reluctant to do. 

But, Max had an appointment to see the Mayor 
tomorrow. . . . Perhaps, tomorrow, things would 
look up. Then, if he could straighten up this 
matter of the bottle with Sergeant Phillips, he 
would have little to worry about except getting 
home to Mary Beth and the baby in ten months. 

He had jogged onto a road that cut a larger 
swath out of the jungle. The village lay just 
around the next bend. As he passed Rafael’s Bar, 
the first landmark into town, he saw it. A jeep 
parked outside Rafael’s usually meant Sergeant 
Phillips was tanking up. . . . And Sergeant Phil- 
lips all tanked up meant trouble. Lieutenant 
Bixby ground his jeep to a halt in the loose gravel 
beside the other one. 

But Sergeant Phillips was not inside. It was 
Captain Baker, the CIC man, with a Philippine 
Official. Max was about to exit when Captain 
Baker called, “Lt. Bixby, come over and meet my 
friend.” One look told Max this was no time for 
an introduction but it was no time for an argu- 
ment either. Both men had had plenty to drink. 
And Captain Baker had crossed the room to him 
and was shoving him to their table. ‘Max, you’ve 
probably heard about my friend here. He’s the 
Mayor of this little ’ole Province. Mayor Buanson, 
this is Max Bixby. He’s the one who’s cutting his 
way through, hereabouts.” 

So it was this drunken little man in whose 
hands his men’s lives rested. “How do you do,” 
Max acknowledged, his hopes for tomorrow fad- 
ing fast. 

“Senor Bixby,” the Mayor said, “I am pleased 
to buy you a drink.” He snapped his fingers to- 
ward a waiter, who hurried to take the order. 

“Thank you very much, Mayor—but I don’t 
drink.” It wasn’t hard to say. Max had been 
saying it all his life. He’d said it to high school 
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chums, to college companions, to friends, to busi- 
ness associates. 

But it took only a look at the faces of his two 
companions now, to realize this was the most im- 
portant “no’’ he’d ever said. And this to an ob- 
scure little Mayor in a jungle. 

Captain Baker sent him a warning look. “Of 
course, you drink. Everybody drinks out here in 
the Boondocks. But not everybody can drink with 
the Mayor. Just the special people he honors.” 

“And I honor you as Captain Baker’s friend— 
And mine,” the Mayor said. ‘Now, tell the boy 
what you want.” He waved toward the waiter 
who stood ready. 

“Nothing, thank you. I don’t drink.” 
his palms moisten with sweat. 
aside. 

“What’s the matter with you,” he said in a low 
voice. “Without this man’s support your men 
haven’t got a chance out here.’”’ And to the waiter, 
“My friend will take a scotch and soda.” 

From the time the waiter left until he returned 
was a matter of minutes—minutes hung sus- 
pended in a battle between Max’s principles of 
Christian living and the lives of his men. Every- 
thing seemed to point to his taking the drink. It 
would insure his men’s lives and, after all, way 
out here in no man’s land, who would know the 
difference? 

The waiter delivered the drink. Max looked into 
the glass as if it might answer his question. 

“Here you go,’’ Baker pushed the glass toward 
him. “Bottoms up.” And the Mayor lifted his 
glass in a toast. When Max didn’t raise his glass, 
the Mayor’s face deepened in color. 

“Senor, I will not be insulted!’’ He held out the 
glass to Max. “Here, drink!” 

“And I cannot insult my own principle,” Max 
said as he stood up. “Good day, Gentlemen.” He 
turned deliberately and walked out to his jeep. 

All that evening and the next morning, Max 
thought about what he’d done to his men. He 
knew there would be no help for them from the 
Mayor now. He dressed and shaved but had no 
appetite for breakfast. His appointment was for 
ten o’clock but he knew the Mayor wouldn’t see 
him. 

So, he wasn’t surprised to be put in the third 
outer office to wait his turn after two rooms full 
of people had had theirs. 

He was surprised, however, to have just taken 
a seat when the Mayor’s door opened and the little 
man himself walked through the crowd to him. 

He came forward, cold sober and _ smiling. 
“Senor Bixby,” he said, fervently shaking Max’s 
hand, “Please excuse last evening. It strikes me 
if I had more men I could trust and less drinking 
partners, I would quickly solve this Huk problem. 
You see,” he said sincerely, “I know that a man 
of principle is a valuable thing.” 


Max felt 
Baker pulled him 
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“Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


September 20, 1959 
Scripture: Zechariah 7:8-12; 8: 
4-8, 12-13. 


HE lesson today is from 

Zechariah, another of those 
whom we call the lesser proph- 
ets. I have never been quite sure 
why we describe them this way. 
It could be because they came 
along in the sixth century, B.C., 
whereas the “major” prophets 
had spoken two centuries earlier. 
Sometimes it seems as if it is 
because the writings of these 
later ones are much shorter than 
a book like Isaiah. 


At any rate, there is nothing 
short-sighted about “the word of 
the Lorp [which] came to Zecha- 
riah.” (7:8.) As always, it is 
much more understandable as a 
revelation of the will of God for, 
and in, a particular situation. 

What we call “general princi- 
ples” are seldom that in the be- 
ginning. They are spoken to 
meet a particular situation, and 
insofar as they are a solution to 
similar situations in times to 
come, they become general prin- 
ciples. 

Zechariah is speaking in Jeru- 
salem, probably less than twenty 
years after the return of the 
exiles from Babylonia. The sit- 
uation was pretty bad. The re- 
building of the temple had not 
been completed. There was still 
not much time for rejoicing or 
leisure activities. 

There must have been consid- 
erable quarreling between those 
who had returned and those who 
had remained in Jerusalem dur- 
ing the Exile. Those present in 
Zechariah’s time, of course, would 
be descendants of the original 
people left behind more than six- 
ty years before. 
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The immediate situation in 
which Zechariah is speaking in 
the text of our lesson today, is 
a pronouncement by Zechariah 
to a group of people who had 
come down to Jerusalem from 
Bethel to ask about the necessity 
of keeping a_ certain fast. 
Zechariah answered that and 
then immediately turned to more 
inward and spiritual things. 

To read verse 9 is to hark back 
to the “former prophets” whom 
Zechariah himself refers to from 
time to time. In other words, 
there is just one ethical message 
about the relation of God to his 
people and the relation of people 
to each other. It is not fasting 
that ultimately determines the 
validity of the religion of the 
people. 

What is the true test? On the 
positive side, it is “true judg- 
ments ... kindness and mercy.” 
Put in a negative way it is the 
absence of oppression and evil 
devised in one’s heart. (Verse 
10.) How familiar these words 
sound! 

These descriptions of the good 
life would be familiar, even if 
we did not know the Old Testa- 
ment, for our Lord Jesus Christ 
made much use of them. 

At Nicaea, in A.D. 325, the 
leaders of the whole church 
world split over the way to ex- 
press the relation of the “es- 
sence” of the Son to the Father. 
In 1959, millions of Christians 
could be excluded from their 
churches if they did not give the 
same answer that Nicaea finally 
gave. Many other Christians are 
divided over theological expres- 
sions probably less important 
than “essence.” All the time, op- 
pression is widespread and 


by the Editor 


Christians have participated in 
it. 

Of course, people cannot give 
attention to these high ethical 
concepts which Zechariah reveals 
if they have their heads set 
against it. He says that the 
people “turned a stubborn shoul- 
der ... stopped their ears... 
made their hearts like adamant,” 
all to keep from hearing the 
word of the Lord. (Verses 11, 
12.) 


Probably the people would not 
have admitted that they did 
these things on purpose. We 
would not do so either. But 
there are many ways of stopping 
up one’s ears. The easiest way 
is to listen to other voices so 
that the true voice cannot be 
heard over the noise. We listen 
to ourselves and to each other 
and talk ourselves into rational- 
ization of facts. 

The second part of our text is 
another beautiful picture of 
what it is like in times of peace. 
The earlier prophets also had 
such visions. Two things char- 
acterize the good days which 
Zechariah foresees. The old peo- 
ple can “sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem” and the streets will 
be full of children “playing.” (8: 
4-5.) This is the one picture you 
do not see in wartime. There is 
no joy in the heart of the aged 
and there is no room for the 
child in the street. Let peace 
come and cheers ring out again. 

Now we notice the key expres- 
sion which explains the title of 
the lesson today. “The Lorp of 
Hosts” says that if such a scene 
of peaceful living is ‘marvelous’ 
in the eyes of the people, “should 
it [not] also be marvelous in my 
sight?” (8:6.) This is a beau- 
tiful way of putting a truism. 
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1 God 








God loves peace. 

When God blesses his people, 
the physical blessings of the 
harvest will reappear. (Verse 
12.) How long will mankind re- 
fuse to do his will? 
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of hosts: If it is marvelous in the 
sight of the remnant of this people 
in these days, should it also be mar- 
velous in my sight, says the LORD 
of hosts? 7 Thus ’says the LORD 
from the west country; 8 and I will 
bring them to dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalern; and they shall be my 
po atte ae chant odio g 

and in righteousness.” 


of and prosperity; the vine 
ak cutd ta eo oak is maned 
shall give its increase, and the 
gy tht pAb stig hr agg and 
semis ae ntiaeey oo eer aaa 
13 And as you have been a byword 
of cursing among the nations, O 
house of Judah and house of Israel, 
pg agg akong ge od 
a ‘ear 
hands be strong.” 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1959 


a 
ii 





ITH the increasing pace of 

our living in a technologi- 
cal age, all of us have thought 
and talked of peace as never be- 
fore. In fact, almost any book 
with that word in the title has 
been a good seller. And now, it 
is the key word in international 
politics. 

Some people who talk of peace 
mean the absence of war and 
some others who talk about it 
mean a quiet place to relax with 
the absence of responsibility, 
but we are here speaking about 
something different from either. 
The Latin word pax became 
peace in English and it means 
the absence of war. It is realized 
on a horizontal line, through in- 
ternational agreements. 

The New Testament Greek 
word which we render peace is 
a gift of God which can be 
known in the midst of war; it 
includes some agonizing on the 
part of the individual (a literal 
translation might say: ‘Agonize 
to enter by the narrow door; 
...” Luke 13:24); but it means 
inner freedom and inner cer- 
tainty in the midst of uncer- 
tainty and these are realized first 
on a vertical line. We must fight 
sin and we can know the peace 
of God in the midst of the battle. 
This peace is a gift of God and 
is predicated on some conditions 
of life. One of these is not pas- 
sivity but activity, busy with the 
concerns of God as you share 
His burden for the world. 

We who seek peace must 
therefore begin with some prepa- 
rations which Zechariah makes 
plain. God is interested in 
mercy, kindness, and brotherly 
love. He is interested in open 
minds and hearts that listen to 
His word as sent by His Spirit 


Meaning for Today 


by J. Daniel Joyce 


through His spokesmen. A vast 
amount of Christian Social ac- 
tion and community service on 
the part of our church people is 
a prerequisite of real peace. 


The scripture lesson goes 
further to imply that a prepara- 
tion for peace is the righteous 
care of the young and the aged. 
We have more of both than we 
have ever had in our history and 
two of our greatest current prob- 
lems are concerned with these. 
How shall we provide for the 
Christian education and training 
of all our children? Zechariah 8:5 
is exactly what we now have— 
the city streets full of boys and 
girls playing in them—but it is 
not the ideal as he makes it to 
be. It is a delinquent-producing 
situation and we are providing 
nowhere else for them to play. 
Likewise, instead of a Christian 
concern for the aged, honoring 
father and mother, many men 
and women are seeking con- 
stantly to get them committed to 
some institution for the aged. 


I’m not saying that this is all 
bad because there may be many 
mitigating circumstances, but 
much of what I’ve seen falls far 
short of a genuine Christian con- 
cern for the family’s own aged 
ones. It is evading responsibility. 


There is a “sowing of peace 
and prosperity’ when these prep- 
arations are made, when we are 
attentive and obedient children 
of God. I don’t mean that we 
do not have to work for the ces- 
sation of war and hostility by 
means of international negotia- 
tions—this must go on—but the 
only certain and enduring peace 
is that which God gives to those 
in whom righteousness prevails 
and those who are doing their 
best to bring outward peace. 
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Chapman's 


Mr. 





INDIVIDUAL HONORS & AWARDS-Bob Hamblin, ’55-'59 


RECORD 


UPI Little All American 
All Southern California 
Who’s Who in American College and Universities 
Chapman Senior Athlete of the Year 
Chapman Most Valuable Player 
Chapman Team Captain 
All Redlands Tournament 
A.P. Little All American 
UPI Little All American 
Converse All American 
All Southern California 
All Pacific Coast 
Southern California Player of the Week 
NCAA Nationals—All Tournament 
NCAA Regionals—MVP and All Tournament 
Chapman Captain 
Chapman Most Inspirational 
Chapman Most Valuable Player 
Chapman Captain 
apman Most Valuable Player 
All Long Beach Invitational 
MVP and All Redlands Tournament 
Chapman Most Valuable Player 
538 Seasonal total points 
19.5 Points per game 
14.2 Rebounds per game* 
386 Season total rebounds* 
106 Season total assists 
8 Assists one gamet 
475 
25 Rebounds one game* 
.825 Free throw average 
40 Total points one game 
1,914 Total points career 
1,332 Total rebounds career 





*Subsequently broken 
tSubsequently tied 


YEAR 
58-59 
58-59 
58-59 
58-59 
58-59 
58-59 
58-59 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
57-58 
56-57 
56-57 
55-56 
55-56 
55-56 
56-57 
56-57 
56-57 
56-57 
56-57 
56-57 
57-58 
57-58 
58-59 
58-59 
55-59 
55-59 
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Everything” 


by Dick Arbenz 


Bob Hamblin, the College’s First All- 
American Basketball Player, Com- 


pletes Amazing Collegiate Career 


HE final chapter of an amazing 

collegiate career was written in 
May at Chapman College’s June 
13th graduation exercises. Joining 
the Disciple school’s 119 graduation 
participants was Bob Hamblin, 
Chapman’s first All-American 
Basketball Player. 

Referred to as the school’s “Mr. 
Everything,” Hamblin was awarded 
every possible athletic honor dur- 
ing his four years at Chapman. In 
addition to his basketball record he 
compiled an outstanding record of 
personal achievement. 

Receiving his bachelor of arts 
degree and California Teaching cre- 
dential from Chapman President Dr. 
John L. Davis, Hamblin closed the 
door on a proud four-year record 
that might never be equalled. 

Switching from the role of stu- 
dent to that of teacher in Septem- 
ber as head basketball coach at 
nearby Valencia High School, Ham- 
blin takes with him an enviable rec- 
ord of dedicated work accumulated 
in his four years at the California 
college. 

In addition to winning personal 
fame and bringing national recog- 
nition to the tiny 400-student Chris- 
tian Church-related college through 
his exploits on the basketball courts 
(see box), Hamblin made sure the 
time was available to raise his 
family, serve as a deacon at First 
Christian Church of Orange, grad- 
uate in the upper 25 per cent of his 
class with a “B” average, serve as 
a campus leader, and work three 
hours a day on a part-time campus 
job. 

Selected as one of Chapman’s five 
representatives to the national 
Who’s Who in American Colleges 
and Universities, Hamblin is an out- 
standing example of why private 
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church-supported schools play such 
an important role in America’s 
schools of higher learning. 

Hamblin entered Chapman fol- 
lowing a four-year tour of duty in 
the United States Air Force and as 
a freshman he earned a starting 
berth on the then only average 
Chapman basketball team. By the 
time he graduated he had led the 
Panthers to one regional champion- 
ship and three national college 
tournaments while completely re- 
writing the Chapman record book. 

While breaking or establishing ev- 
ery Chapman basketball record, 
Hamblin’s leadership over and above 
his ability has instilled a winning 
tradition at the Disciples school 
that will make the Panthers a con- 
tinued national power for years. 

Never stepping on the court 
against a school with an enrollment 
smaller than Chapman’s, Hamblin 
brought the Panthers to a seventh 
place national ranking in his senior 
year on the United Press Poll and 
established the school as the “Giant 
Killers” of NCAA college division 
basketball. 

Selected as team captain for three 
years running and winning the 
school’s “Most Valuable Player” 
award for an unprecedented four 
straight years, Hamblin was easily 
the most well-known and best-liked 
student on the Chapman campus. 

Modest and unassuming, the six- 
foot five-inch Hamblin and his wife 
Peggy wholeheartedly joined in the 
campus social activities and the 
community religious life. 

Although forced to tailor social 
activities around a schedule that 
included the church, part-time work, 
full-time study, basketball practice 
and five-year-old son Steve, Bob and 
Peggy are as well known and liked 
as any campus couple. 

Church work is as much a part 
of the Hamblin life as basketball. 
Peggy has served as a Sunday school 
teacher while Bob has been kept 
busy with the many responsibilities 
of a Deacon. 

A busy schedule for a busy fam- 
ily—but one that has established a 
mark on the Chapman scene that 
might never be eclipsed. 

By action of the college faculty 
athletic committee and coaching 
staff, Jersey number 54 was form- 
ally retired at the end of the ’58- 
59 season, but on any Sunday morn- 
ing, the tall, sincere young man 
seating the congregation, taking the 
offering, or serving Communion, is 
still very much in evidence. 

With his college now behind him, 
Bob Hamblin is going in the same 
dedicated manner that won him 
athletic’s highest praise, “All Ameri- 
can,” and without a doubt he will 
continue to set records in service 
to his family, his community, and 
his church. 














GEORGE TOLMAN, pastor of the Orange First Christian Church, 
receives Communion from Deacon Robert Hamblin. 





THE NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP jacket 
is admired by Bob Hamblin (right) 
and teammate Nash Rivera. 


BOB HAMBLIN (left) receives the 
school’s Welch Trophy (most valu- 
able player) from Head Basketball 
Coach Don Perkins for an unprece- 
dented fourth straight year. 











of the Brotherhood 





Loren Lair Convention President 


R. E. Jarman, Mrs. Rex Bicks, Rhodes Rule, Vice-Presidents 
DENVER—Dr. Loren E. Lair, executive secretary for the Iowa So- 
ciety of Christian Churches, Des Moines, was elected president of 
the International Convention of Christian Churches. 


Dr. Lair is widely known among 
Disciples, having given notable lead- 





Dr. Loren E, Lair 





R. E. Jarman Mrs. Bicks 





L. V. Channels M. C. Cole 
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H. McClintock 


ership in brotherhood organization, 
particularly as a representative and 
former chairman of the Council of 
Agencies. 

Elected first vice-president was 
Robert E. Jarman, pastor of First 
Christian Church, Greensboro, N. C. 
At a recent convocation of Atlantic 
Christian College, Wilson, N. C., he 
was granted a special citation for 
outstanding work as a churchman. 

The second vice-president is Mrs. 
Rex A. Bicks of Regina, Canada, a 
native of India, a housewife and 
the mother of three. She is mar- 
ried to Rex A. Bicks, manager of 
the Chrysler Company parts plant 
in Regina. 

Architect-engineer Rhodes E. Rule 
of Los Angeles was elected third 
vice-president. A native of St. Louis, 
he is on the board of deacons and 
board of trustees of Wilshire Chris- 
tian Church, Hollywood. 

Gaines M. Cook is serving his 
third six-year term as executive sec- 
retary of the International Conven- 
tion. He was elected to this term 
at the St. Louis assembly in October, 
1958. 

Re-elected for one-year terms 
were: Robert W. Burns, pastor of 
Peachtree Christian Church, Atlanta, 
parliamentarian; Miss Gertrude 
Dimke of Indianapolis, recording sec- 
retary; and William L. Jones, vice- 
president of the Louisville Trust Co., 
Louisville, treasurer. 





G. W. Morris Mrs. J. Smith 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Board of Directors 

Elected to three-year terms on 
the board of directors of the Inter- 
national Convention were: Lloyd V. 
Channels, pastor of Central Chris- 
tian Church, Flint, Mich.; Myron C. 
Cole, pastor of Central Church, In- 
dianapolis; H. C. McClintock, city 
manager of Webster Groves, Mo.; 
George W. Morris, pastor of Central 
Church, Danbury, Conn.; and Mrs. 
Joseph M. Smith, Indianapolis. 

Four men were elected to three- 
year terms on the Commission on 
Budgets and Promotional Relation- 
ships: Ben C. Bobbitt, Tucson, Ariz.; 
D. Wayne Doolen, Great Falls, Mont.; 
Kenneth B. Seeley, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.; and Paul H. Woods, Wichita, 
Kan. 

Week of Compassion 

Elected to three different terms of 
office as members-at-large of the 
Committee on Week of Compassion 
were: Mrs. Clarence H. Schnars, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. (1 year); F. W. Wieg- 
mann, Indianapolis (2 years); and 
Marion Morton, Beatrice, Neb. (3 
years). 


President Outstanding Leader 


The newly-elected president of the 
International Convention has_ served 
Iowa pastorates at Corydon and Sioux 
City and he is a native of Iowa, born 
at Toddville. He was associate direc- 
tor of Unified Promotion. 

Dr. Lair received B.S.L. and M.A. 
degrees from Drake University and was 
awarded the honorary D.D. from the 
University. He has served as a mem- 
ber of the University’s board of trustees 
and of its executive committee. 

Among brotherhood offices he has 
held have been the following: member- 
ship on the board of Unified Promo- 
tion, and member of the important 
interim committee of the Council of 
Agencies. 

Dr. Lair and his wife, Audrey, have 
a daughter, Mrs. R. W. Schneider; a 
son, George, and a grandson. 


Veep’s Bio 


Mr. Jarman was born in Kinston, 
N. C., and received his B.A. degree 
from Atlantic Christian College, Wilson. 
He received the B.D. degree from Van- 
derbilt Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. Jarman has been a trustee of 
Atlantic Christian and at present is 
serving a second term as chairman of 
the board of managers of the North 
Carolina Christian Missionary Society. 

A member of the board of managers 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society, he has served on the nominat- 
ing committee of the United Society. 

Mrs. Bicks is a graduate of Bethany 
College, Bethany, W. Va., who served 
as a missionary teacher in Landour, 
India, under The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. She is a member of 
the board of managers and the board 
of trustees of the United Society. She 
represents Canadian Disciples for the 
Canadian Council of Churches. 

Vice-President Bicks has served as 
a church school teacher and _ superin- 
tendent and was provincial secretary 
for Canadian Christian Women’s Fel- 
lowship. 

Vice-president Rhodes Rule is a 
graduate of the University of Southern 
California. He has served as chairman 
of the Christian Center Commission of 
Southern California. 
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Evangelistic Success 


JACKSON, OHIO—Fourmile Chris- 
tian Church here completed its 
“Christian -Crusade,” July 19, after 
a week of preach- 
ing by Ivan O. 
Donaldson of the 
River Oaks 
Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

There were 
ten additions by 
confession 
of faith and one 
came by trans- 
: fer. 

ce The Sunday 

Frankie Edwards afternoon service 

by the pastor, 

Miss Frankie Edwards, was followed 

by a special Communion service at 
the Fourmile Christian Church. 

Miss Edwards, one of the few Dis- 
ciples women who are local church 
pastors, reports that the crusade re- 
sulted in another definite step of 
progress. The church board voted 
to provide The Christian Evangelist- 
Front Rank for each family of the 
church. 


A graduate of Murray State Col- 
lege, Murray, Ky., Miss Edwards 
came to the Fourmile Church, Jan. 
1, 1959, following an interim student 
pastorate at Maxon Christian 
Church, Paducah, Ky. 


Centennial in Illinois 


GERLAW, ILL.—Celebrating its cen- 
tennial with a three-day festival on 
June 19-21, the Christian Church 
here demonstrated a lay leadership 
which might well be the envy of a 
much larger congregation. 


In an interim between resident 
ministers, the members of Gerlaw 
Church had no intention of letting 
their lack of professional leadership 
dim this important occasion. 


On June 19 an informal family 
service was held in which the story 
of the Church was told in projected 
pictures. An interesting collection 
of old as well as modern pictures 
had been assembled. 


A home-written, home-produced 
pageant was presented on one day. 
Taking the historical data assembled 
by Mrs. Haynes, Mrs. Edwards wrote 
the script and as narrator gave the 
pageant continuity. Complete with 
costumes and simple settings they 
created a pioneer atmosphere. 

On Sunday morning, Donald E. 
Littlejohn, a former minister, 
preached on: “When God Is Not 
Ashamed.” That afternoon a home- 
coming service was held, with greet- 
ings from afar and an informal pro- 
gram. On Sunday evening Miss 
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Norma C. Brown, former pastor, was 
guest preacher. 

Harold Andrews, lay preacher 
from nearby Coldbrook, who has 
been supplying the pulpit for the 
Gerlaw Church, presided. The con- 
gregation voted on Sunday of its 
centennial to call Ray Sheppard, 
formerly of Missouri, to be the min- 
ister. 


“Witness” in Oklahoma 


ry i 


Jerry L. MASH baptizes one of 29 
persons who recently placed mem- 


bership with the Meeker, 
Christian Church. 


Okla., 


MEEKER, OKLA.—Twenty-nine per- 
sons were received into membership 
of the Christian Church here, as a 
climax to a “witness for Christ cru- 
sade.” 

Jerry Mash has been minister here 
since last October. Late last fall 
the church called Forrest Wyman, 
field evangelist of Phillips Univer- 
sity, to launch its first witness cru- 
sade. 

During a two-week period the pas- 
tor conducted both his first funeral 
and his first baptism. Nineteen were 
received into the membership and 
ten more have come as a direct re- 
sult of the crusade. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mash are students 
at Phillips. 





@ Ethel Heath, a member of First 
Church, Jackson, Ohio, was awarded 
a pin for 32 years of perfect attend- 
ance at church school. In August 
the congregation honored her. Pas- 
tor of the church is D. G. Ashton. 


Brotherhood News 


Conference Leaders 





STUDENT LEADERS for the Chris- 
tian Life Conference to be held at 
Lynchburg, Va., College, Nov. 16-19, 
are Sylvia Edwards, senior from 
Roanoke, Va., and Bob Carter, jun- 
ior, from Colmar Manor, Md. 


Sylvia was elected by the student 
body as secretary and treasurer of 
the student government and served 
as president of the Disciple Student 
Fellowship and secretary of the 
sophomore class. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Religious Ideas for Arts and Crafts. 
By Russell and Ruth Barbour. The 
Christian Education Press. 95 pages. 
2.50. 

The Elements of Style. By William 
Strunk, Jr. Revised by E. B. White. 
py Macmillan Company. 71 pages. 
$2.50. 

The Christian Heritage. By W. W. 
Melton. The American Press. 70 pages. 
$2.50. 

Songs of Triumph, 
Crowell. Harper 
pages. 

Facing the Field. By T. Stanley Sol- 
tau. Baker Book House. 135 pages. 
$2 


By Grace Noll 
and Brothers. 52 


Biblical Exegesis in the Qumran 
Texts. F. F. Bruce. William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company. 82 
pages. $2.50. 

Pages From an African Notebook. 
By Jack Barron. Missionary Education 
Department, The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. Available Through the 
Christian Board of Publication. 52 
pages. $1. (Paper). 

Women in Trouble. By James Don- 
ner. Monarch Books, Inc. 256 pages. 
$0.35 (Paper). 

The Opportunities of Age. By Claude 
Cc. Jones. The Christopher Publishing 
House. 132 pages. $2.75. 


Mystery on the Mountain. By Theo- 
dor Reik. Harper and Brothers. 210 
pages. $3.75. 


Sermons in Stories for Children. By 
Graham R. Hodges. Abingdon Press. 
96 pages. $1.75. 

Sermons on Simon Peter, 
G. Chappell. 
pages. $2. 


By Clovis 
Abingdon Press. 128 
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Brotherhood News 





® “Enjoying Afterglow” 


Ohio New Building 


SALEM, OHI0O—First Christian 
Church here is enjoying the “after- 
glow” of its significant dedication 
services for its new building. 

An educational building including 
35 classrooms, a fellowship hall seat- 
ing 600 and a sanctuary seating 550 
(with an overflow in the annex of 
200) are included in its program. 

The church purchased 11 acres of 
ground and the property of the 
church is valued at over $450,000. 
During the past five years 515 new 
members have been added and Sun- 
day church school and _ worship 
services have more than doubled in 
attendance. 

The offerings to current expenses 
and missions causes have tripled and, 
in addition, over $200,000 has been 
raised during the same period. 

The dedication sermon was deliv- 
ered by Dr. Perry Gresham, presi- 
dent of Bethany College, Bethany, 
W. Va. The act of dedication was 
led by the pastor, Harold W. Deitch. 
A series of special services were held 
during dedication week. 

On youth night the speaker was 
Dr. Herald Monroe, general secre- 
tary of the Ohio Christian Mission- 
ary Society. Mrs. James D. Wyker 
of Mount Vernon, Ohio, was speaker 
for the “women’s night” program. 
The “men’s night” service featured 
a message by Dr. William McKin- 
ney, executive secretary of the 
United Christian Missionary Society’s 
Department of Men’s Work. 





Yale Grad, Disciple, Serving 
Congregational Church, Called 
to Quaker Pastorate 


Ecumenical Ordination 


MapDIsOoNnN, CONN.—Thomas J. Mul- 
len, a Disciple who has been serv- 
ing as assistant student minister at 
First Congregational Church here 
and who on July 1 became pastor 
of First Friends’ Church, New Cas- 
— tle, Ind., was or- 
dained here in a 
truly ecumenical 
service. 

Sponsoring the 
candidate for the 
ordination 
on June 14 was 
First Christian 
Church, Kent- 
land, Ind. of 
which Mr. Mullen 
was a member 
and is a “Tim- 
othy.” A letter 
of recommendation from the spon- 
soring church was read, along with 
one representing the Yale Divinity 
School and written by Wesley 
Shrader, a member of the faculty. 


T. J. Mullen 


Congregational Too 


Another letter of recommendation 
was from the First Congregational 
Church here. It was written and 
presented by the host pastor, Frank- 
lin A. Bower, who led in the call 
to worship and delivered the invo- 
cation. 


The ordination sermon was de- 
livered by Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, 


rae ee 





This is an interior view of First Christian Church, Salem, Ohio, on dedi- 
cation day. Harold W. Deitch is pastor. 
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well-known Quaker and professor 
of religion at Earlham College, 
Richmond, Ind., from which the 
newly ordained minister was grad- 
uated magna cum laude in 1956. 


The scripture lesson was read by 
Richard Yerrington, pastor of South 
Methodist Church in Middletown, 
Conn. Harry Baker Adams, associ- 
ate director of field work at Yale 
Divinity School and pastor of Can- 
ner Street Christian Church, New 
Haven, was the presiding minister. 
He presented the candidate for ordi- 
nation and presented the charge. 

The ordination prayer was by 
Frank A. Mullen, brother of the 
candidate, who is a Christian Church 
(Disciples) minister and the execu- 
tive for the Newark, Delaware, 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 
The newly ordained minister gave 
a response and pronounced the 
benediction. 


Hoosier 

Reared in Kentland, Ind., Mr. 
Mullen was very active in the First 
Christian Church there. While he 
was attending Earlham College he 
was president of the Earlham sen- 
ate, co-captain of the football team 
and served the Bridgeport and Mun- 
cie, Ind., Friends’ Churches. 

At Yale Mr. Mullen served as sec- 
retary of the official board for the 
New Haven Canner Street Christian 
Church and was for three years ac- 
tive in the Campbell Club. 

Mr. Mullen and his wife, Nancy, 
and their daughter, Sarah Lee, are 
now living in New Castle, where he 
has begun his ministry with First 
Friends’ Church. 


Picnic and Planning 


YAKIMA, WaSH.—One hundred 
and forty members of First Chris- 
tian Church here attended a pic- 
nic-planning conference at Camp 
Naches, 40 miles from here on the 
Naches River, Aug. 2. 

About 100 people were involved 
in the planning sessions of the eight 
functional departments of the 
church as plans were made for the 
ensuing year. 

The annual reports, presented at 
the annual meeting of the congre- 
gation on July 29, showed that more 
than $75,000 had been expended by 
the congregation during the year 
which ended June 30. More than 
$18,000 was expended for mission- 
ary and benevolent causes. 

Hubert E. Sias began his ministry 
with the congregation Jan. 1, 1959. 
Ray Harper became minister of 
Christian education July 1. 
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—TEEN-AGERS 
(Continued from page 9.) 


important to remember that the 
adolescent is a conformist, that 
he strives desperately to do what 
is acceptable to the crowd. To 
be condemned to social ostracism 
is for the teen-ager a fate worse 
than exile to Devil’s Island. 

All of these generalizations 
can of course be attacked. Their 
validity can be disproved by 
thousands of instances of con- 
structive and decent behavior on 
the part of our adolescents. The 
work of 4-H, Future Farmers, 
Boy Scouts, Junior Achievement 
groups prove immediately that 
all is not bad. Although the 
tendency today is to equate teen- 
ager and juvenile delinquency, 
still all is not lost. 

What can the churches do? 
Both the lay people and the 
clergy have the tremendous re- 
sponsibility of making religion 
meaningful to the _ teen-ager. 
With a remorseless eye the ado- 
lescent sees through sham and 
pretense. When adults utter 
piety of all kinds and then con- 
tradict those pious phrases with 
unchristian behavior, the teen- 
agers’ cynicism knows no bound. 

Professor Ross Snyder of the 
University of Chicago writes 
that “To make good its claim to 
an adolescent, his religion must 
enable him to see more.” The 
teen-ager must be made to see 
the relevance of Christian faith 
to everyday problems. Teen- 
agers become quite skeptical 
when Christian churches offer 
their facilities to set up segre- 
gated schools. It is significant 
that Dr. H. H. Remmers in his 
study of the American teen-ager 
says that the teen-ager has a 
favorable attitude toward the 
church and feels that faith 
serves better than logic in solv- 
ing life’s important problems. 
But this faith can be conditioned 
by either parental attitudes or 
congregational action. 

It is a tribute to America’s 
churches that their national 
youth programs today are con- 
temporary and meaningful. What 
is more they have a Christ-cen- 
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tered core. God is the focus of 
learning and doing. Only the un- 
thinking critics can say that 
church youth programs are for 
squares. Church youth groups 
today offer some of the best 
youth work material which is 
on the market. 

One of the most significant 
areas of youth work in the 
church today is in leadership 


training. This training may 
take place in a variety of 
ways. By and large these 


training programs offer opportu- 
nities for the religiously creative 
development of youth in a va- 
riety of ways ranging from rec- 
reation to worship. Leadership 





schools of all kinds give young 
people the opportunity to learn 
the resources to be found in 
Christian fellowship. 

The Christian community be- 
comes something real and ad- 


venturous. Besides this the 
teen-ager acquires skills and 
knowledge of the church’s varied 
program for its youth. Confer- 
ences, seminars, weekend re- 
treats, are a few of the tech- 
niques now available for the 
Christian teen-ager. Youth sum- 
Mer camping programs attract 
several hundred thousand teen- 
agers every summer. 

Within the past few years the 
development of youth caravans 
have helped arouse new interest 
in local churches about the vi- 
tality to be found in Christian 
youth. Caravan teams of three 
or four teen-agers visit a con- 
gregation for four days to a 


week. They vividly demonstrate 
that the Christian life is still one 
of excitement and daring. Par- 
ents and adult leadership are 
shown how they may utilize the 
youth program resources of the 
church. The basic theme of the 
caravan team “youth speaks to 
youth,” finds a ready response. 

Perhaps the most dramatic of 
all developments is the compara- 
tively recent rise of youth work 
camps. Partly a European de- 
velopment, these camps now 
find their counterpart through- 
out the United States. The 
astonishing fact about these 
camps is that campers pay to 
work for a week- or two-week 
period. These camps may be sit- 
uated in the heart of a Philadel- 
phia slum, or on a bleak Indian 
reservation, or on the grounds of 
an old people’s home. Here young 
people come and contribute their 
labors to rehabilitate or to 
lighten the burden of staff peo- 
ple. 

A responsible adult leader of 
a congregation said recently, “It 
may all very well be true that 
our teen-agers are the spoiled 
generation of a prosperous 
America. But I’m hesitant about 
blaming them. The fault lies 
with us in the church who failed 
to challenge our youth.” 

The church is well on its way 
in accepting its responsibility to 
youth. 
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Brotherhood News 





New in Lexington 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—James A. Lollis, 
minister of First Christian Church, 
Danville, Ky., for the past eight 
years, became minister of the new 
Crestwood Christian Church here 
Sept. 1. 


This church, the second to be or- 
ganized in cooperation with the 
Kentucky Christian Missionary So- 
ciety in Lexington in recent years, 
has had a phenomenal beginning. 


Central Christian, Woodland 
Christian and Arlington Christian 
Churches decided Jan. 9, 1957, to co- 
operate in establishing one or more 
new churches. 

On Sunday morning, Feb. 1, of this 
year, the Crestwood Christian 
Church had 148 in the church school 
and over 200 at the first full morn- 
ing worship service, held in the 
Glendover School, directly across 
the street from the 7%-acre plot 
of land on which building construc- 
tion is scheduled to being next 
spring. 

Central Church alone commissioned 
103 for the new church on Jan. 25, 
when the charter roll stood at 149. 
The remainder came from Arling- 
ton and Woodland churches. By 
March 10, membership had grown 
to 181. 

Charles Dietze, Dwight E. Steven- 
son, and William R. Baird served as 
preachers until Ben Watson moved 
from minister of membership in 
Central Christian Church to the 
Crestwood Church as interim min- 
ister before the coming of Mr. 
Lollis. 

Mr. Lollis is a member of the 
board of curators of Transylvania 
College, the board of trustees of 
The College of the Bible, and is 
chairman of the coordinating coun- 
cil of Kentucky Christian Churches. 
He and Mrs. Lollis have directed a 





number of work camps, including 
one in Jamaica and one in Glasgow, 
Scotland, under the Department of 
Social Welfare. 

Central Christian Church, which 
furnished a total of 129 members 
to the new Crestwood Church, re- 
ported at a June meeting that 128 
new members had been received 
since Jan. 1. 


—FORWARD 
(Continued from page 6.) 


And yet, how often when we talk 
of the Church doing something, do 
we automatically think of ecclesi- 
astical assemblies, of action by pro- 
fessional clergy, of convention reso- 
lutions and the like? Incomparably 
more important in its effect on the 
life of the world, is what ordinary 
Christian men and women, you and 
I, are doing day by day in the 
working week. 

Our first task is to restore the 
lost unity between work and wor- 
ship, between precept and practice, 
between faith and works. We do 
well to remind ourselves of the dic- 
tum of Edmund Burke: “All that is 
necessary for the victory of evil is 
that good men do nothing.” 

The second stumbling block is the 
tangled skein of Christian history 
resulting not only in a_ divided 
Church but often in a Church war- 
ring against herself. There is 
schism in the Body of Christ. Schism 
is sin. Thinking Christians are all 
too painfully aware of the conse- 
quences of schism for there to be 
any need to go into it all now. 

What we must remind ourselves 
of, however, is that desirable as 
unity may be, it is not to be sought 
merely for the sake of “one-ness.” 
We are called to unity for the sake 
of Christ whose purpose for his 
world is constantly being frustrated 
by the divisions in his church. 


Our aim must be “the proclama- 
tion of the whole gospel to the 
whole world by the whole Church.” 
To reach that ultimate goal there 
must be much of compromise and 
of surrender of hitherto jealously 
guarded independence. I am not a 
theologian but I cannot help but 
feel that the fundamental question 
here is a right understanding of the 
true nature of the Church and of 
God’s purpose for it in the world. 


Many points now regarded as 
“matters of principle” might then 
fall into their true perspective and 
become less divisive. That seems 
to me to provide the only hope of 
finding a common foundation on 
which all Christians can unite to 
bring work and worship together 
and heal the shattered Body of 
Christ. 


The path to unity will never be 
as easy as Thomas Campbell hoped. 
He asks in the Address: 

“. . . why should we deem it a 
thing incredible that the Church 
of Christ should resume that origi- 
nal unity, peace and purity which 
belongs to its constitution and 
constitutes its glory? Or is there 
anything that can be _ justly 
deemed necessary for this desir- 
able purpose but to conform to 
the model, and adopt the practice 
of the primitive church, express- 
ly exhibited in the New Testa- 
ment?” 


The saintly single-minded Elder 
soon found that there were nearly 
as many views as to what consti- 
tuted the “model and practice” of 
the primitive Church as there were 
Christians! Since his time our pas- 


sion for unity has dimmed because 
of the rocks against which his own 
simple hopes were dashed and be- 
cause of our divorce of work from 
worship. 

(Continued on page 26.) 


NORMALLY “CE-FR” does not publish “firing-squad” type photos, but here is one for the record. Here are 
church members from Central, Woodland and Arlington Christian Churches in Lexington, who composed the 


nucleus of the Crestwood Christian Church in Lexington. 
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The photo was taken on “Commissioning Sunday.” 
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“I Leave in Peace” 


by J. Warren Hastings 


ER husband has been or- 

dered to Japan for a two- 
year tour of duty for our Gov- 
ernment. They are having to 
leave behind in the United 
States, her dear elderly mother 
who is not well. My friend and 
I talked the situation over. 

“Of course, I hate to leave 
Mother behind when we go to 
Japan for it is likely that I shall 
never see her alive again. Mother 
has been a part of my home for 
many years and life will seem 
strange without her presence 
with us. We have seen her 
health gradually fail and we have 
loved her more deeply all of the 
time. She is a vital part of our 
lives. But we did not feel that 
she was up to making the trip 
to Japan.” The tone of her voice 
indicated the tremendous burden 


that was upon her heart. 

I tried to steel her for her 
task. “I understand the situa- 
tion you have had to face and I 
sympathize with you. Your 
mother is a grand person and I 
have learned to love and respect 
her very much. I have deeply 
appreciated the services she has 
rendered to the church in days 
gone by. I have also observed 
the sweet and beautiful relation- 
ship between your mother and 
you. I know it is hard for you 
to leave her.” 

“As you know,” she said, “I 
am the only daughter in my fam- 
ily. I have one brother but he 
is not in a position to look after 
mother. I doubt if she would 
care to live with him if he were. 
Mother is going to move in with 
my son and his wife. She has 
always been very fond of Hugh, 
who is her only grandson, and 
she is also deeply attached to his 
beautiful wife. They will be 
happy together, and Hugh and 
Judy will take very good care of 
her.” 

“All of that being true,” I 
said, “I realize the depth of anx- 


iety that will abide in your heart 
as you leave for Japan.” 

“You are mistaken in feeling 
that I go away with great anx- 
iety of heart,” she said. “I leave 
with great inner peace and I 
am thoroughly reconciled to any- 
thing that might happén in my 
absence. Mother brought me up 
in the church and throughout the 
years the fellowship of the Spirit 
of Christ has become increasing- 
ly important in my life. 

“My husband, mother and I 
prayed over this matter and 
asked for Divine guidance in 
making .the decision. We knew 
that He would lead us and watch 
over us through the days ahead. 
And He has.” 

“You are experiencing the 
peace-giving power of God’s 
Spirit,” I said. 





FRESH PECAN HALVES 


Year after year for over 28 years— 


Organizations make money selling our 
Pound Boxes Jumbo Pecan Halves. Season 
starts Nov. 10th. We prepay shipments. 
You pay us when sold. Write 





SULLIVAN PECAN CO., Crestview, Fla. 











Plan. 


Name 


WEEK OF THE MINISTRY —Oct. 11-18 
Theme: “They Also Serve” 


ORDER CARD 


Please send the following literature for our observance: 


----Bulletin Insert on Ministry to be distributed on October 11 or 18. 


_..-“Living to Serve’”—a new pamphlet on the relation of the church mem- 
ber to his pastor. 


_---“Here Is the Answer”—a question & answer pamphlet on the Pension 


....“‘Forget Not These Benefits’—a new general pamphlet on the work of 
the Pension Fund. 


_---“Gift Annuity Pamphlet”—with revised rates on gift annuities. 
~---“Only You Can Make Your Will”—wills pamphlet. 


_.-.““The Church’s Plan for Its Ministry’—new booklet on the Pension Plan 
especially for board members. 





Address 








Church 





800 Test Building 





PENSION FUND OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Indianapolis 4, Indiana 














Brotherhood News 





Eastgate Church, Indianapolis, Being Built 


The beautifully wooded, 10-acre site provided an inspiring setting 
for the ground-breaking services of Eastgate Christian Church in 


Indianapolis. 

Everyone broke ground together 
and a commemorative ribbon with 
the event and date printed on it 
was given to each family. 

This new church of 257 members, 
sponsored by the Christian Church 
Union of Greater Indianapolis, is 
building the first two units of their 
award-winning 8-unit campus plan. 

The first units will consist of a 
worship unit seating 250 (which 
will eventually become the admin- 
istrative unit) and an education-fel- 
lowship unit consisting of seven 
classrooms, church office, pastor’s 
study, and a fellowship-lounge area. 
This unit will eventually become 
the youth unit in the master plan. 
The congregation, now meeting in 
a junior high school, expects to oc- 
cupy the new units next year. 

Cecil Wells is chairman of the 
construction committee, and Her- 
bert C. Barnard is pastor of the 
church. Charles J. Betts of Board 
of Church Extension is consulting 
architect. 





AMONG LEADERS in the ground- 
breaking service were (from left): 


Raymond S. Thompson, architect; 

John V. Titus, vice-president of the 

church board; Herbert C. Barnard, 

pastor; and Chester D. Sears, repre- 

senting the Indianapolis Christian 
Church Union. 
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IF YOU, TOO, ARE TIRED, 
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EDANOL — 
now giving new hope 
and help to thousands! 
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—FORWARD 
(Continued from page 24.) 


Today we find ourselves more at 
home with the views of the younger 
and more practical Campbell. As 
Professor Lindley points out: 

es . Alexander was pre-emi- 
nently a practical man. While he 
believed in and pleaded for union, 
he was confronted with a picture 
of division. Therefore as a first 
step to the goal in which he be- 
lieved he embraced the strategy 
of cooperation.” (Apostle of Free- 
dom, p. 252.) 


In other words, forward through 
fellowship. This is a field in which 
you in America have won great re- 
nown and in which this Convention 
of Christian Churches may take 
justifiable pride. 


Christians cannot live in isolation 
any more than they can live with- 
out fellowship. Conventions of all 
kinds and sizes play their part in 
the ultimate redemption of the 
world, provided always that we take 
good care to see that the inspiration 
of the moment is translated into 
more permanent action. 

It is my hope for this Convention 
as it indeed is for the World Con- 
vention, that it may result in us all 
doing a little more for the redemp- 
tion of the world than we have 
done up to the present, or at least 
continuing to do what we have been 
doing but doing it better. 

The aim of our World Convention 
is to build up our faith, to increase 
our understanding of the redemp- 
tive purpose of God for the world, 
to heal the rift between work and 
worship and to further the strategy 
of Christian cooperation. 

In Edinburgh in 1960 all this will 
be furthered and we shall see that 
we are not alone either in time or 
in space but that we are among 
great clouds of witnesses whose one 
united aim is the prosecution of 
God’s redeeming purpose for the 
world. 





@ Leland Cook, Sr., of San Diego, 
Calif., has been serving as the in- 
terim pastor of the newly formed 
Highland Christian Church at Hobbs, 
N. M. 


@ Dr. Jack Suggs, professor of New 
Testament at Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, preached at the First Chris- 
tian Church, Fort Worth, during the 
absence of the pastor, Dr. John C. 
Knowles.—GAYLE  MH™ArRIS, corre- 
spondent-at-large. 
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Ecumenical Studies 


Local congregations are being 
urged to undertake ecumenical 
study as a part of their program 
during the current church year. 

The Council of Christian Unity, 
through the local church study de- 
partment, has contacted all those 
who conducted local studies on the 
theme of the Oberlin Conference, 
“The Nature of the Unity We Seek,” 
prior to its meeting in 1957. 

These groups, set up by ministers 
of the Christian churches, were par- 
ticipated in by ministers of various 
faiths in the separate communities. 

The Council on Christian Unity 
has prepared a helpful booklet, 
“Ecumenical Studies Guide for Lo- 
cal Churches,” which is available 
for 50c per copy. It provides 
a great number of study possibili- 
ties as well as helpful procedure 
guides. 


H. L. Porter Honored 


H. Lawrence Porter, campus min- 
ister at the Christian Student Cen- 
ter in Corvallis, Ore., was honored 
at a special Porter recognition pro- 
gram, May 29, at the Corvallis 
Christian Church. 

Mr. Porter retired from the Chris- 
tian ministry in June. He served 
20 years in Oregon. For the past 
five years he has been at the Chris- 
tian student center, one of the two 
student centers operated by the 
brotherhood in Oregon. 

Highlight of the evening, follow- 
ing a potluck dinner and a musical 
program, was a “This is your life,” 
program in his honor. 

Charles Addleman, executive sec- 
retary of the Oregon Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, presented him with 
an honored minister’s pin, by ar- 
rangements with the Pension Fund. 

Among the participants were: Dr. 
Ross J. Griffeth, president of North- 
west Christian College, and Mrs. 
Edna L. Burke, executive secretary 
of the Oregon Christian Women’s 
Fellowship. 

Climax of the evening was the 
presentation of a “love gift” of over 
$800, collected by a committee 
headed by Russel Adams. Ray 
Hewitt and Maude Hurt headed the 
arrangements committee.—Ray S. 
HEWITT 


Scholarship Award 


HirAM, OH1I0—Leonard Short, re- 
cent graduate of Hiram College, 
Hiram, Ohio, has been awarded the 
first Edgar DeWitt Jones Scholar- 
ship of Central-Woodward Christian 
Church, Detroit. 

He has enrolled in the Oberlin 
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graduate school of theology. 
award amounts to $175 for 
1959-60 seminary year. 


Mr. Short is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ollie R. Short of Cleveland 
and is a “Timothy” of Euclid Ave- 
nue Christian Church. He has been 
serving as the student pastor of 
Community Christian Church, 
Painesville, Ohio. 

The Jones memorial fund was 
subscribed by friends of the late 
Edgar DeWitt Jones and members 
of Central-Woodward Church, where 
he served for over a quarter of a 
century. 


The 
the 


Presenting the first 


two volumes of the 


Westminster 


Guides to 
the Bible 


Two new 


“Day 
udy Bible 


Brotherhood News 


@ Fifty persons contributed $7,000 
for chimes of Vine Street Church, 
Nashville. Daily concerts honor 
Minister Ecumenical Roger T. Nooe 
and perpetuate the memory of 
Carey E. Morgan, another former 
pastor. 





SELL FRESH PECANS 
Organizations earn extra money 
selling quality nuts. New crop 
available November 7. 

Write 
CRAWFORD’S 
370 Davis Avenue Mobile, Ala. 








A new series of engrossing and in- 
formative introductions to the 
books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, for individual or group 
study by laymen. Epwin M. Goon, 
General Editor $1.50 each 


YOU SHALL BE MY PEOPLE 

The Books of Covenant and Law 
By Epwin M. Goon. A helpful key 
to the books which stand at the 
base of the Old Testament faith. 


JESUS AND GOD’S NEW PEOPLE 
The Four Gospels 

By Howarb CLARK KEE. The Gos- 
pel message as presented by the 
four Evangelists in the earliest 
Christian communities. 


This is the popular series for daily 
reading in which the texts of the 
New Testament books are accom- 
panied by a commentary filled 
with anecdotes from life, pointed 
quotations from literature and 
deep spiritual insight. Edited by 
WILLIAM Barclay. $2.50 each 


The Letters to the Galatians 
and Ephesians 
The Letters to the Philippians, 
lo , 2 and Th ] 2 





te 
Now at your bookstore 0 a 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS Phila.7 “==> 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





On Adams’ Article 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Let us go easy on refusing bap- 
tism to any. Are not there verses 
that say, “Let him who desires” and 
“Let the children ... and do not 
hinder them?” 


Many adults are baptized without 
being as well perpared as some chil- 
dren. Two boys were baptized from 
our home. One was a nephew who 
stayed with us during his junior 
year at high school. He had no 
church background whatever; the 
other was our son at the age of 
nine, who started to church and 
Sunday school in a baby basket. He 
knew without question where we 
were going Sunday morning. I feel 
that he was as well prepared as 
the, older boy. Incidentally, both 
boys turned out to be ministers. 


We had an evangelist one time 
who went to junior classes and 
talked about making their classes 
one hundred per cent by being bap- 
tized. That, I think, is criminal, 
but if a child has been raised in the 
church and, without suggestion from 
others, decides to accept Christ, I 
would be afraid to refuse him. 


I was baptized at the age of nine 
and still remember the sermons and 
hymns of that period. True, I didn’t 
know all there was to know. Sorry 
to say, I still don’t—Mrs. J. C. 
REED, York, Neb. 


Pulpit Should Lead 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


The letter of Harold J. Harper, 
(CE-FR, June 4, 1959) which calls 
for a more active effort for tem- 
perance at the “summit” reminds 
me of a remark I made to a Meth- 
odist friend saying that I wished 
our brotherhood had an active Board 
of Temperance as her church did. 
She replied that she wished “some 
of it would seep down to the local 
level.” 


That is the necessary place to 
begin—at the local level. The Chris- 
tian pulpit of all denominations is 
weak on the subject of temperance. 
The pastors have nothing to say 
about the making of alcoholics be- 
ing a Christian responsibility while 
they may commend the A.A. (Alco- 
holics Anonymous) in a public way. 
The Sunday school materials dis- 
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regard the quarterly temperance 
lessons. 

The editor’s comment on the 
Harper letter was interesting. The 
Yale Studies furnish facts, but not 
Christian motivation. The W.C.T.U. 
appears to be tolerated rather than 
supported. Let the Christian pulpit 
begin to guide public opinion on 
temperance instead of following it. 
—Mrs. CHARLES E. BEHNER, Bill- 
ings, Mont. 


Pickpockets Abroad? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Once I read the story of a brawny 
young Christian who had taken a 
job in a northern lumber camp; in 
conversation with the pastor of his 
home church he was warned that 
being a Christian in a lumber camp 
might mean considerable criticism 
on the part of his fellow workers. 
After two years in the camp the 
young man returned home and was 
asked by the minister how he was 
treated being a Christian under such 
circumstances. The young man re- 
plied, “Oh, I made out all right. 
They never knew it.” 

R. E. Barney (CE-FR, March 29, 
1959) regretfully opposed the stand 
taken by the Cleveland Conference. 
R. P. Kelly (CE-FR, May 31, 1959) 
takes exception with him. Rex 
Huffman (same issue) urges that 
we take a positive stand against 
communism and continuously warn 
Christians. This is still the same 
old story. Christians are talking. 

I believe the whole issue came 
about by our not practicing what 
we profess, and may be worsening 
by the same cause. Christ said, “If 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him drink.” Yet 
we Americans have been sitting on 
the bread-basket of the world like 
the dog in the fable of the ox and 
the manger. 

Men, women and little ones have 
not only been going hungry, they 
have actually starved to death. 
But we in the land blessed by God 
have talked, not acted. We are like 
the story of the man at the lumber 
camp. The nations overrun by the 
Reds don’t know we are Christian, 
they know us for what we are. 

The survival instincts are the 
strongest in all life, including man. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


——— 


Letters... 


Give him food and drink to satisfy 
his body, then tell him of Christ and 
he will listen. Try the reverse and 
he will brand you for the truth. 


Salvation is not of works but 
works are of salvation. We have 
been found wanting. 


And then, too, like the parable 
of the beam and the mote, let us 
get our eyes off Russia and China 
and look around and see what is 
going on at home (in US.A.). A 
pickpocket generally has an accom- 
plice who attracts the attention of 
the victim while he is being robbed. 
Russia in this case may be the ac- 
complice we are supposed to watch 
while remaining unaware of what 
is being done in our own back yard. 
—MarRIoN HILuiarD, Portage, Ohio 


Hastings Reader 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have long been a reader of Dr. 
J. Warren Hastings’ column, and am 
very fond of it. He is doing a good 
work, and I pray he may be per- 
mitted to continue many years to 
come.—J. H. Harris, Berkeley, 
Calif. 


Likes Many Features 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Ihave always enjoyed the presen- 
tation of the Bible school lesson, 
also now I think in “make-up” and 
content you have even a better pa- 
per than before. I have taken The 
Christian-E vangelist for many 
years. I like the section—“News— 
The Church at Large” as well as 
our own brotherhood activities and 
promotional features—HuGH C. 
Guy, Oskaloosa, Iowa 


Still More? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I would commend you on the ex- 
cellent work of the staff in com- 
bining the two papers. I can ex- 
press wholeheartedly my apprecia- 
tion for its quality. However, as 
one of your readers stated and you 
printed in comments to the editor, 
I am looking forward to the day 
when World Call and The Chris- 
tian Evangelist-Front Rank com- 
bine to give the Disciples a weekly 
publication which can be promoted 
singly with zeal.—Davip D. DuN- 
NING, Richland Springs, Tex. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh 


Ii You Could Choose One Method 


If you were to suggest one pro- 
cedure for deepening the spiritual 
power and improving the effective- 
ness of a congregation, what would 
that one thing be? 

Suppose you pause long enough 
to formulate your answer before 
you read further. To be more spe- 
cific in your thinking set your ideas 
down on paper. 

For what it is worth let us con- 
sider the writer’s answer. I would 
begin with the church board and 
try to create an atmosphere of com- 
plete freedom of expression. The 
first “rule” would be that any mem- 
ber could make any comment, sug- 
gestion, criticism or evaluation he 
wished without fear of retaliation. 
Other board members would feel 
just as free to disagree, but dis- 
agreement would be with the idea 
expressed—not with the person ex- 
pressing it. 

No questions would be barred, no 
limitations set on the kind of recom- 
mendations that could be made. We 
would try to establish a feeling of 
confidence in each other’s sincerity 
and integrity and an appreciation 
of each other’s ability. As we came 
to trust each other we would be- 
come aware of Christian growth 
and a deepening maturity. As we 
grew in our maturity we would be- 
come a family—a group of people 
governed by the spirit and love of 
Jesus. And all along the way the 
group would pause to pray about 
attitudes and problems. 

Trust will bring freedom. Free- 
dom will bring expression. Expres- 
sion will rid us of tension. When 
tension is gone, love will bring 
everyone together in an enjoyable 
and constructive board meeting. 
And when such a spirit is estab- 
lished in the church board it will 
spread to other phases of church 
life. 

Some church boards are a study 
in conflict. They are composed of 
persons who have no other oppor- 


*Samuel F. Pugh is national di- 
rector of church development of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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tunity for expressing their opinion, 
or who have been ill-treated for 
years and are filled with resent- 
ment, or who try to hide their in- 
security by objecting to the issues 
that are being supported by re- 
spected leaders. 

Everyone wants to be respected, 
included and successful. In _ the 
process of fulfilling these three per- 
sonality requirements, some people 
make themselves offensive by their 
dictatorial manner or by their gos- 
sip. Instead of helping them, many 
board members are so antagonized 
that they oppose them at every op- 
portunity. The result is tension, 
conflict, failure of achievement and 
low morale. 

What a challenge to trade an at- 
mosphere of intrigue for one of 
trust, freedom, respect and love. 
And when it is done—in the spirit 
of Jesus—the ground work has been 
laid for any objective the congrega- 
tion may wish to achieve. 

Yes, if I were to _ select one 
method for reviving a congregation 
I think the practice of a loving 
spirit—undergirded by prayer— 
would lay the foundation for meth- 
ods and emphases that would come 
afterward. 
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me BUILDING QUESTIONS 
m= ANSWERED 


by Rolland H. Sheafor 


QUESTION: Why should we con- 
duct a fund-raising campaign? 
Would it not be possible to raise 
sufficient money for our new build- 
ing by asking each member of the 
church to give $1 per week and 
thus do away with “high-pressure” 
campaigning? 


ANSWER: Every member of every 
church should participate in the 


financing of every church building. 
The broadest possible base of par- 
ticipation is greatly to be desired. 
In asking every member to partici- 
pate, you are on the right track. 

However, for the sake of the giver 
—if not of the building program— 
an additional element needs to en- 
ter into the situation. Not only 
should every member be challenged 
to give but every member should be 
challenged to give sacrificially. 

No doubt we can think of indi- 
viduals, perhaps teen-agers and 
elderly persons, who are members 
of our church and to whom a gift 
of $1 per week would constitute 
truly sacrificial giving. 

On the other hand, large numbers 
of us in the churches will spend 
more than a $1.00 each week on 
“coffee breaks.” 

Quite apart from these considera- 
tions, however, the hard facts—as 
demonstrated in literally thousands 
of situations—are that, on the one 
hand, churches that conduct con- 
centrated building-fund efforts suc- 
ceed in erecting new buildings 
while, on the other hand, those who 
attempt to base the financing of 
new buildings on nominal giving 
rarely succeed. 

One other matter deserves con- 
sideration: of course, we have all 
heard of “high-pressure” fund-rais- 
ing campaigns for church and other 
philanthropic purposes. Such cam- 
paigns often create resentment and, 
many feel, the price in poor public 
relations far exceeds the value of 
the money raised. 

On the other hand, churches are 
conducting many hundreds of fund- 
raising programs that not only pro- 
duce the money required but also 
create a completely new spiritual 
climate within the churches. These 
are not campaigns in which pres- 
sures are applied from without. 
These, rather, are efforts in which 
people give sacrificially to the build- 
ing of the house of God because of 
deeply spiritual motivations from 
within. 

In short, a properly conducted, 
spiritually based fund-raising cam- 
paign is a tremendously valuable 
experience for a congregation. Out 
of it normally comes not only the 
funds necessary to build a new 
church building but also a greatly 
strengthened congregation. 

Most of the larger Protestant 
groups maintain fund-raising de- 
partments for the benefit of their 
congregations and, without excep- 
tion, the strong spiritual note is 
struck in their campaign. 

The Board of Church Extension of 
Disciples of Christ maintains such 
a department. 





Rolland H. Sheafor is vice-presi- 
dent and secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension. 
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‘*¥You Are What You Read’’ 


0. T. VOLUME 


The Chosen People. By Osborne 
Booth. The Bethany Press. 256 
pages. $4. 


Here is a book that will prove 
an effective aid to pastors who en- 
deavor to develop an educational 
dimension in their ministries. The 
pastor can recommend this fine in- 
troduction to the Old Testament to 
his capable leaders who need more 
thorough Biblical education. Knowl- 
edge and faith will mature as it is 
read. 

Dr. Osborne Booth, chairman of 
the department of religion, Bethany 
College, has done an excellent job 
of (1) summarizing for the layman 
the findings of scholarship, (2) giv- 
ing a narrative account of the de- 
velopment of the Israelites as a na- 
tion and as a religion, (3) picturing 
the land of Palestine and its peo- 
ples as well as neighboring peoples 
whom the Israelites encountered, 
and (4) making clear how the Old 
Testament literature developed. 

There are also valuable, brief 
chapters on the Maccabean period, 
the Old Testament apocrypha, and 
the development of the Old Testa- 
ment canon. The book is reverently 
written and faith enriching, yet it 
is realistic in recognizing the im- 
portant contributions to  under- 
standing made by both internal and 
external criticism. 

Able church school and leadership 
training school teachers will want 
this book in their libraries. It can 
be used as a textbook in college 
courses in Old Testament introduc- 
tion. It should be in every church 
library. This is the kind of book 
that every maturing Christian 
should read some time between the 
ages of eighteen and thirty.—PauL 
G. WASSENICH 


PASTORAL CARE 


The Christian Shepherd. By Sew- 
ard Hiltner. Abingdon Press. 177 
pages. $3.00. 


“Shepherding” is the way Hiltner 
describes the task of a minister in 
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the area of pastoral care. In this 
book he applies the principles of 
pastoral care to some specific areas 
of counseling. Representing sound 
theory, this treatment is interesting 
because of the spheres which are 
treated: e.g., shepherding in the 
class structure, and shepherding or- 
ganization men, rebels, and house- 
wives. Rich in illustrative material, 
this book is easy reading and yet 
thought-provoking. 

In discussing organization men 
and rebels Hiltner considers both 
lay and ministerial species. Organ- 
ization men must find the right se- 
curity base in order to transcend 
conformity, and rebels must be 
helped to express their doubt and 
build upon the creative aspect of 
their rebellion. The attention Hilt- 
ner gives to the pastor is one of the 
chief values of the book: not only 
must the pastor learn to shepherd 
others, he must also understand 
himself and his involvement in the 
same kind of problems which he 
attempts to help others face. 

This work is of special interest 
to pastors because it deals with 
some specific areas of pastoral care 
and because Hiltner frequently is 
shepherding the shepherds .—G. 
HuGH WILSON 


CREATIVE COMPETITION 


Creeds in Competition: A Creative 
Force in American Culture. By Leo 
Pfeffer. Harper and Brothers. 176 
pages. $3. 


Leo Pfeffer’s book, Creeds in Com- 
petition, gives an interesting, fair, 
brief, keen analysis of the beliefs 
and resulting action of four major 
faiths in the United States. His 
Catholics are distinctly American 
Roman Catholics with their attempt 
to adapt to the situation they face 
in the United States. 

His Protestants are those who dis- 
sented from established Congrega- 
tionalism in New England and es- 
tablished Anglicanism in the South. 

Secular Humanism is descended 
from the “wave of deism that swept 
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America in the last quarter of the 
eighteenth century” and was writ- 
ten into American institutions by 
Thomas Jefferson. Pfeffer thinks 
that both Orthodox Judaism and Re- 
form or Liberal Judaism have taken 
on much of the “coloration of Prot- 
estant secular humanism.” 

Pfeffer discusses different views 
regarding such things as Christmas; 
religion and the state; religion and 
the schools; private schools and the 
public purse; morals, censorship, 
and blue Sunday; the family and 
the child including questions of 
birth control, abortion, artificial in- 
semination, and divorce; domestic 
issues like the social gospel, com- 
munism, and civil liberties; and for- 
eign issues like war, peace, pacifism, 
the atom bomb, Soviet communism, 
an ambassador to the Vatican, Is- 
rael, Zionism, and the Arabs. 

Basic to many of the issues con- 
sidered by the author is the inter- 
pretation of separation of Church 
and State in America. Roman Cath- 
olic churchmen in the United States 
think that the state should conduct 
“its affairs as if all religions were 
equally true” and therefore “it is 
permissible for the state to bestow 
its favors and privileges equally 
upon all accepted religions.” But 
they cannot conceive of the state as 
being purely secular or “Godless.” 
American Jews, on the other hand, 
follow the broad interpretation of 
the First Amendment. Pfeffer 
thinks that Protestants are involved 
in a dilemma because they want to 
support separation of Church and 
State but at the same time have 
compulsory Sunday observance laws 
and some forms of religious educa- 
tion in connection with the public 
school system. 

In order to assure even more 
peaceful and creative competition 
in the future, Pfeffer sets up “Rules 
of Fair Competition”: no force, no 
suppression, no involvement of gov- 
ernment, no use of ecclesiastical 
sanctions to affect governmental ac- 
tivity, no verbal blows, no chauvin- 
ism, and no economic boycotts.— 
Lewis S. C. SMYTHE 
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Step into the Light 


Hearthstone 


the magazine for Qe o 
the Christian Home! , , 


Absorbing, clean fiction for young people 
and adults; wholesome stories to tell chil- 
dren; tips on child guidance; human interest 
articles; fascinating games and hobbies; aids 
to family worship; party plans; suggestions 
for family fun and recreation; reviews of 
good books; news of what churches are doing 
for family living; articles on family life in 
other lands; counseling service; puzzles and 
instructions on things to make; poems and 
prayers; study guide for use by parents, etc. 
$3.00 per yearly subscription; $2.50 per year 
gift subscription (an attractive gift card 
will be sent in your name free, on request); 
60¢ each per quarter for 5 or more sub- 
scriptions to the same address. 


The Secret Piace 
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A quarterly of daily devotions for families and individuals. 
Each and every issue of this 96-page pocket-sized booklet, 
contains devotions for every day for a three-month period. 
Meditations, prayers, and appropriate verses draw the reader 
closer to God. Each message is written by a Christian who 
has a radiant thought or rich experience to share. You can 
make a rich adventure of Christian living by using The 
Secret Place. One year’s subscription, 50¢. Five or more 
quarterly subscriptions to one address, 10¢ each. 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: We have been work- 
ing in a small country church but 
we sometimes wonder if it is 
worthwhile. In twenty minutes 
we could drive to a large city 
church where the preaching is 
better and where they have bet- 
ter teaching facilities for our 
children. However, that city 
church has not shown much in- 
terest in our little church although 
some of their leading members 
were formerly active in this 
church. Don’t you think we had 
better close our country church 
and all of us go to the city 
church? 


ANSWER: Your question brings 
to the fore the whole country 
church problem and at the same 
time the urban church problem. 
I am an authority in neither field, 
but like many others I never let 
my ignorance stand in the way of 
my loquaciousness. 

Across the years it has been my 
privilege to work with country 
churches, county-seat churches 
and city churches. When I worked 
with a country church I had the 
feeling that the nearby county-seat 
church was not sufficiently inter- 
ested in what we were trying to 
do at “Baker’s Corner.” 

When I was a county-seat pas- 
tor I tried to show some interest 
in the churches of my county and 
found that many of them did not 
welcome my interest. Some 
thought I was only interested in 
stealing their members. Others 
seemed to question my orthodoxy 
and still others would have noth- 
ing whatever to do with me. 

When a city pastor, I might as 
well confess that I was so busy 
trying to keep the wheels turning 
in my own church that I did not 
give as much attention to the sur- 
rounding country churches as I 
should have done. While they may 


not be willing to agree, I believe 
that my experience has paralleled 
the experience of many others in 
all three of these fields of service. 


Now more directly to your prob- 
lem. You are no doubt doing a 
much needed piece of work and 
I would hate to see you make a 
sudden decision to change. While 
I do not know the location of your 
church I do know that with the 
present-day growth of our cities 
some of our country churches will 
not have to do anything except to 
keep sawing wood and soon the 
city will surround the country 
church. 


It is only fair to warn you that 
when that day comes you _ will 
need to be willing to adjust your 
program and spirit to the needs of 
the new people who are building 
and buying homes in your section. 
I have seen some tragic situations 
where a country church is sur- 
rounded by a housing project of 
some size but the church continues 
to carry on its outdated program. 

You speak of the better sermons 
in the city church. That may be 
only an assumption. Having been 
pastor of city churches I know 
that the sermons can get pretty 
poor there. As for your children, 
you have every right to want to 
give them the best in religious 
education. Under your leadership 
maybe your country church can be 
awakened to meet the need for 
better facilities. Some of the best 
teaching I have ever witnessed 
has been in the country church. 
Your children may not be happy 
in the city situation. No doubt 
they go to public school in your 
community and they like to go to 
church school with those whom 
they know. 


Country churches often render 
real service in keeping up certain 
traditions. One week end I trav- 
eled about 700 miles in order that 


by F. E. Davison 


I might make a small contribution 
to a worthy tradition of a country 
church. The church at Bethel 
Grove, Iowa, has for some thirty 
or more years, invited the Chris- 
tian Churches of three counties to 
meet with them on the second 
Sunday of July for a basket dinner 
and an afternoon meeting in the 
grove. 

The city churches were well rep- 
resented at this meeting and the 
fellowship of both rural and urban 
churches left nothing to be de- 
sired. 

I describe this situation in order 
to picture a country church at its 
best—due in no small measure to 
the work of an energetic young 
pastor and the cooperation of all 
the other pastors in that territory. 
Such fellowship in many more 
communities would help to estab- 
lish rapport between city and coun- 
try churches. 
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